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neve Bank of the Giulted States. 

me REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS. 
A pro. (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 314.) 
nto 1 ie 3 | 
going il. The next question proposed for consideration is the 
which rpediency of establishing an incorporated bank, with a 
y. all ‘ew to promote the great ends already indicated. In dis- 
OOns ving the constitutionality of such a measure, some of 


terfer. . i eonsiderations which render rf mexpedi nt. have been 


would shtly unfolded. But these require a more full and com- 
uence Jete developement, while others remain to be presented. 
int or. li must be assumed as the basis of all sound reasoning 


wheat » this subject, that the existence of a paper currency, is- 

ed by banks deriving their charters from the State Gov- 
od not caments, cannot be prohibited by Congress. Indeed, bank 
mate. dit and bank paper are so extensively interwoven with 
k stuffs Ree eommercial Operations of society, that even if Con- 


dispensably necessary to rescue the country from the great- 
est of financial calamities. 


the state of the currency at the close of the war, of the tayury 
which resulted from it, as well to the government as to the 
community, and their reasons for believing that it would 
not have been restor. d to a sound condition, and cannot 
now be preserved in that condiuon, without the agency ol 
such an institution asthe Bank of the United States. 
The price current appended to this report will exhibit a 
scale of depreciation in the local currency, ranging through 
various degrees to twenty and even to twenty-five per ct 
Among the principal eastern cities, Washington and Bait:- 
more were the points at which the depreciation was great- 
st. The paper of the banks in these places, was trom 





twenty to twenty-two per ct. below par. At Philade ipliia | 


ithe depreciation was considerably less, though even ther 
it was from seventeen to eighteen per ct. In New York 
}and Charleston it was fromseven to ten peret. But inthe in- 
terior of the country, where banks were established, the 
‘depreciation was even greater than at Washimgton and 


lhe committee will now present a brief exposition of | 


POP EES 
been driven, Dy all motives of self defence and self inter. 
est, to degrade their respective currencies at least to a pai 





with the currency of Baltimore; and thus a rivalry in the 
a ee gy = e sprung up, to . which ne 
iw ! igned. s the tendency of this state of 
jthings would have been to cause the largest portion of the 
jFevenue to be collected at a few places, and in the 
}most depreciated of the local currency, it would have fol. 
| lowed that a very small part of that revenue would have 
| been disbursed at the points were it was collected. The 
iGrovernment would conseque ntly have been compelled to 


, | sustain a heavy loss upon The transfer of its funds to the 


| points ofexpenditure. ‘The annual loss which would hav. 
jresulted from these causes alone, cannot be estimated at 
less sum than two millions of dollars. 

But the principal loss which resulted from the relative 
preciation of bank paper at different places, and its want 
otf general credit, was that sustammed by the community in’ 
the great operations ef commercial exchange. The extent 
of these Ope rations annually, nay be Sat: ly estimated a 

SIXty militons of- dollars. 


ts 


' 


L pon this sum the loss sustained 


les, ”"-- reas had the constitutional power, if would be utterly im- | Baltimore. In the western part of Pennsylvania, and par-| by the merchants, and planters, and farmers, and m;: 
of sil possible to produce so entire a change in the monetary sys- |ticularly at Pittsburg, it was twenty-five peret. ‘These | turers, was not probably aay tien - ORR go 
ill ever fem of the country, as to abolish the agency of banks of | statements, however, of the relative depreciation of bank | per cent, being the excess ot the rte am Ye a — 
ong as Mae Scount, without involving the community im all the dis- | paper at various places, as compared with specie, give a beyond its natural rate in a sound state of thee ae 
rter an Maeressing embarrassments usually attendent on great political | very inadequate idea of the enormous evils tailicted upon jey, and beyond the rate to which it hes been ae 
a rawaevolutions, subverting the titles to private property.— ithe community, by the excessive issues ef bank paper.— | reduced by the operations of the Sank Re t] gh ; 
‘site tone sudden withdrawal of some hundred millions of bank | No proposition is better established than that the value of | States. [i wii! be thus percetved that NBA reine 
rar eT apes tee . St) 


This sMapredit. would be equivalent m its effects to the arbitrary 
as ravaged despotic transfer of the property cf one portion of the 
1 acon ommuanity to another, to the extent probably of half that 


© cent. fmount. Whatever, therefore, may »e the advantages of 


fore noe purely metallic currency, and whatever the objections to | 


ticle 0! eireulating medium partly composed of hank paper, the 
een pe fmmommittee consider that they are precluded by the ex:st- 
sccoun'. Mae? state of things from instituting a comparison between 


rent. tom. with a view to any practical result. 


| Cotter. lf they were not thus precluded, and it were submitted 


ould sar fa them as an original question, whether the acknowledged 
F whentaged manifold facilities of bank credit and bank paper, are 
‘on withfggget more than counterbalanced by the distressing victssi- 
eamorimedes in trade incident to their use, they are by no means 


thoughifmerepired to say that they would not give a decided prefer- 
ty, thanfgmpoce to the more costly and cumbersome medium. 

» of thi But the question really presented for their determination 
.. not between a metallic and a paper currency, but be- 


ouple olfm™*een & paper currency of uniform value, and subject to 
ther side’ control of the only power competent to its regula- 
er page ,and a paper currency of varying and fluctuating value, 


na § ibject to no common or adequate control whatever.— 
i this question it would seem that there could scarcely, 
vista difference of opinion ; and that this is substantiall, 


:dness 6! 
















yet pail jwestion involved in considering the expediency of a 
‘ut of themmetional bank, will satisfactorily appear by a comparison of 
-ollectonMae State of the currency previous to the establishment of 
i be ver! ie present bank, and its condition for the last ten years. 


Soon after the expiration of the charter of the first Bank 


, whether “000 | | 
‘the United States, an immense number of jocal banks 


ill chee 


and upfae 2 Up under the pecuniary exigencies produced by the 
here (ha (rawal of so large an amount of bank credit, as ne- 
adopt the sarily resulted from the winding up of its concerns--an 
by manjamount falling very little short of fitteen millions of dol- 
scription nm. These banks being entirely free trom the salutary 


ntrol which the Bank of the United States had recently 
wreised over the local institutions, commenced that sys- 
m of imprudent trading and excessive issues, which 
a peedily involved the country in all the embarrassments of 
Gsordered currency. The extraordinary stimulus of a 
eavy War expendituré, derived principally from loans, and 
corresponding multiplication of local banks, chartered 
the double seore in some of the States, hastened the 
Summ stro vhich must have occurred at no distant period 
‘ou’ sese extraordinary causes. The last year of the 
presented the singular and melancholy spectacle of a 
‘ton abounding in resources, a people abounding tn self- 
‘olng patriotism, and a government reduced to the very 
Mak of avowed bankruptcy, solely for the want of a ni- 
| institution, which, at the same time that it would 
facilitated the government loans and other treasury 
Perations, would have furnished a circulating medium of 
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* subject, the committee are fully sustained by the opin- 
‘of Mr. Dallas, then Secretary of the Treasury, and by 

concurring and almost unanimous opinion of all parties 
\ Congress: for, whatever diversity of opinion prevailed 
‘tothe proper basis and organization of a bank, almost 
‘ery one agreed that a national bank of some sort was in- 
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‘eral credit in every part of the Union. Fn this view of 
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mesh whether it conststs of specie or paper, is deprecia-|rillions of doilars was levied from the industriou 
. ; ., : ' ; ‘ i si = 

ited In exact proportion to the increase ef iis quantity, in iproductive ‘lasses, by 


: le ust! and 
ihe large moneyed -apitalists in our 


i . . . . : » i ‘ 
/any mven state ot the demand ior it. If, tor exainple, the comymen®h al Ciite Ss, 4 ho were engaged itl the busine = i 
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banks, in ISi6,doubled the quantity of the circulating 
medium by their excessive issues, they produced a general 
degradation of the entire mass of the currency, including 
gold and silver, proportioned to the redundancy of the is- 
sues, and whol!y independent of the relgtiv@deureciauon of 
bank paper at different places, as compared with speciG.— 
The nominal money price of every article was of course 
one hundred per ct. higher than 1t would have been but for 
the duplication of the quantity of the circulating mediuin. 
Money is nothing more nor less than the measure by which 
the relative value of all articles of merchandise ts ascer- 
tained. If, when the circulating medium is fifty nuilions, 
an article should cost one dollar, it would certamly cost 
two, if, without any increase of the uses of a circulating 
medium, its quantity should be increased to one hundred 
millions. ‘This rise in the price of commodities, or depre- 
ciation in the value of money, as compared wih them, 
would not be owing to the want of credit in the bank buils, 
of which the currency bappened to be composed. It wouid 
exist, though these bills were of undoubted credit, and con- 
vertible into specie at the pleasure of the hoider, and would 
result simply from the redundancy of their quantity. It is 
important to a just understanding of the subjeci, that the 
relative depreciation of bank paper at different places, as 
compared with specie, should not be confounded with this 
general depreciation of the entue mass of the circuiating 
medium, including specie. Tho’ closely athed both in their 
causes and effects, they deserve to be separately considered. 

The evils resulting from the relative depreciation ot bank 
paper at different places, are more easily traced to their 
‘auses, more palpable in their nature, and consequently 
more generally understood by the community. Though 
much less ruinous than the evils resulting from the general 
depreciation of the whole currency, they are yet of suili- 
cient magnitude to demand a full exposition. 

A very serious evil, already Innted at, which grew out of 
the relative depreciation of benk paper at the different 
points of importation, was its inevitable tendency to draw 
all the importations of foreign merchandise to the cities 
where the depreciation was greatest, and divert them from 
those where the currency was comparatively sound. If the 
Bank of the United States had not been established, and 
the Governinent had been left without any alternative but 


brokerage. A variously depreciate Y 
tuating state of a — fe Ba ‘phar: 
A ) yexchanges, oped a wie and abundant 
harvest n ~ te Ke Ammer and it is no, therefore, sur- 
Wising that they shor > OpTrosed (0 an inst) : 
pr ng —_ ey er jhe oprossaes cence which 
thé enormous Tak "JUS stated, has deprived nee 
enormous profits which they derived from speculating iq 
the business of exchange. In addivion to the lesses sus. 
tained by the community, im the gree operations of ex- 
change, extensive losses were suffered throughout the ip- 
terior of the country, in all the sm:ler operations of trade 
as well as by the failure of the numerous paper banks, puff. 
ed into a factitious credit by fraudulent artifiees, and hav. 
ing no substantial basis of capital to ensure the redemption 
of their bills. 
But no adequate conception can be formed of the evils 
of a depreciated currency, witbeut looking bevond the rela- 
tive depreciation, at diflerent places, io the general depreci- 
tion of the entire mass. It appears from the report of Mr. 
Crawford, the Secretary of the ‘Treasury in 1820, that du- 
ring the general suspension of specie payments, by the lo- 
eal banks, in the years ISLS and LSi6, the circulating me- 
dium of the United States had reached the agoregate 
amount of one hundred and ten millions of cdollarg. 
and that, in the year IS19, :t had been reduced to forty-five 
millions of dollars, being a reduction of fifty-nine per ct. 
inthe short period of four years. The committee are in- 
clined to the opinion, that the severe and distressing ope- 
ration of restoring a vicious currency toa sound state, by 
the calling in of bank paper, and the curtailment of. bank 
discounts, had carried the reduction of the currency. in 
i819 to a pornt somewhat lower than was consistent with 
the just requirements of the community for a circulating 
medium, and that the bank discounts have been eradually 
enlarged since that time, so as te satisfy those requirements. 
it will be assumed, therefore, that the circulating medium 
of the United States has been fifty-five millions of dollars 
for the last ten years, taking the average. 

Even upon this assumption, it w:!! follow that the national 
currency bas been one hundred per ct. more valuable for 
the last ten vears, than it was in eighteen hundred and six- 
teen. In other words, two dollars would purchase no 
more of any commodity in JS8i6, than one dollar has 





to receive the depreciated local currency, it 1s ditheult to 
imagine the extent to which the evasion of the revenue 
laws would have been carried. Every State would have 
had an mterest to encourage the excessive issues of its 
banks, and increase the degradation of its currency, witha 
view to attract foreign commerce. Even in the condition 
which the currency had reached in 1816, Boston, and New 
York, and Charleston, would have found it advantageous 
to derive their supplies of foreign merchandise through 
Baltimore ; and commerce would undoubtedly have taken 
that direction had not the currency been corrected. To 








been capable of purchasing at any time since ISIS. Itis 
obvious, therefore, that the depreciation of the paper of 
particular banks, at any particular time, as compared with 
specie, furnishes no criterion by which to ascertain the 
general depreciation of the whole currency, tncluding spe- 
cie, as compared with the value of that currency at a dif- 
ferent period. A specie dollar in 1816, would purchase 
no more than half as much as a paper dollar wil! purchase 
at present. 

Having endeavored to explain, thus briefly, the generel 
depreciation resulting from a redundant currency, the com- 





avoid this injurious diversion of foreign imports, Massa- 
chusetts, and New York, and South Carolina, would have 





mittee will now proceed to point out some of the injurious 
consequences whic h have resulted from those great changes 
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im the standard of value, which have been unavoidably| It is confidently believed, that no one of the persons who 


sroduced by the correction of the redundancy. 
An individual who borrowed a sum of money in 1816, 
and paid it in 1820, evidently returned to the lender dou- 
ble the value received from him; and one who paid a debt 
in L820, which he had contracted in IS16, as evidently 
paid double the value he had stipulated to pay, though 
sominally the same amount in money. It is in this way 
that fluctuations in the quantity and vaiue of the currency 
interfere, in the most unjust and injurious manner, between 
debtor and creditor. 

And when banks have the power of suspending specie 
payments, and of arbitrarily contracting and expanding 
their issues, without any general control, they exercise a 
more dangerous and despotic power over the property of 
the community, than was ever exercised by the most abso- 
lute government. In sucha state of things, every man in 
the community holds his property at the mercy of money 
making corporations, which have a decided interest to 
abuse their power. 

By acourse of liberal discounts and excessive issues for 
a few years, followed by a sudden calling in of their debts 
and contraction of their issues, they would have the power 
of transferring the property of their debtors to themselves, 
almost without limit. Debts contracted when their dis- 
counts were liberal, and the currency of course depreci- 
ated, would be collected when their discounts were almost 
suspended, and the currency of course unnaturally appre- 
ciated; and in this way the property of the community 
might pass under the hammer, from its rightful owners to 
the banks, for less then one half its intrinsic value. If the 
committee have not gre tly mistaken the matter, there is 
more of history than of speculation in what they have here 
presented to the consideration of the House. . 

[t is impossible to form any thing like an accurate esti- 
mate of the injuries and losses sustained by the communi- 
ty. in various ways, by the disorders and fluctuations of the 
eurrency, inthe period which intervened between the ex- 
piration of the old bank charter, and the establishment of 
the present bank. But some tolerable notion may be 
formed of the losses sustained by the Government, in its 
fiscal operations, during the war. 

The committee have given this part of the subject an at- 
‘entive and careful examination, and they cannot estimate 
the pecuniary lases of the Government, sustained exclu- 
sively for the want of a sound currency, and an efficient 
system of finance, at a sum less than forty-six millions of 
dollars. If they shall make this apparent, the House will 
have something like a standard for estimating the individ- 
ual losses of the community. 

The Governaent borrowed, during the short period oi 
the war, eighty nillions of dollars, at an average discount 
of fifteen per ceit. giving certificates of stock, amounting 
to eighty millims of dollars, in exchange for sixty-eight 

inillions of dollas, in such bank paper as could be obtain- 
eA. Ip this statement, Treasury mutes are ceoncidered a 
stock, at twenty per cent. discount. Upon the very face 
of the transaction, therefore, there was a loss of twelve mil- 
lions of dollars, which wouid, in all probability, have been 
saved, if the Treasary had been aided by such an institution 
as the bank of the United States. Put the sum of sixty- 
eight millions of dollars received by the Govc rnment, was 
in a depreciated currency, not more than half as valuable 
as that in which the stock given in exchange for it, has 
heen and will be redeemed. lUHere, then, is another loss 
of thirty-four millions, resulting incontestibly and ex- 
clusively, from the depreciation of the currency, and mak- 
ing, with the sum lost by the discount, forty-six muilions of 
dollars. While, then, the Government sustained this great 
pecuniary loss in less than three vears of war, amounting 
annually to more than the current expenses of the Govern- 
ment in time of peace, it is worth while to inquire, who 
were the persons who profited to this enormous amount, by 
the derangement of the Treasury’ It will be found that the 
whole benefit of this speculation upon the necessities of 
the Government was realized by stockjobbers and money 
brokers, the very same class of persons who profited so 
largely by the business of commercial exchanges, in con- 
sequence of the disorders of the currency, and who have 
the same interest in the recurrence of these disorders as 
fawyers have in liugation, or physicians in the diseascs of 
the human frame. Having preseated these general views 
of the evils which existed previous to the establishment et 
the Bank of the United States, it remains for the commit- 
tee to inquire how far this institution has effected a reme- 
dy of those evils. 

The first great question which arises under this branch 
of inquiry is, whether or no the bank has corrected the dis- 
orders of the circulating medium, by providing a paper cur- 
rency, convertible into specie at the pleasure of the hold- 
er, and of equal value with specie at all points of the 
Union? 

The Chief Magistrate, in that part of his first message 
which relates to the Bank of the United States, expresses 
the opinion, that “it has failed in the great end of estab- 
lishinga uniform and sound currency.” Afier giving to 
this opinion ail the consideration to which it is justly en- 
titled, from the eminent station and high character of the 
citizen by whom it is entertained, the committee are con- 
strained to express their respectful but decided dissent 
from it. It is true, that the bank does not, in all cases, 
‘redeem the bills issued by any one of its branches, indis- 
criminately at all the other branches; and it is in reference 
te this fact, as the committee presume, that the President 
expresses the opinion that the institution has failed to es- 
“ebliah “‘a uniform and sound currency.” 





were principally instrumental in establishing the bank, ever 
entertained an idea that it would attempt to redeem its 
bills at any of its offices, othe: than those by which they 
should be respectively issued. The charter certainly con- 
tains no such requirement, and it would have been highly 
incxpedient if it had, to say nothing of its obvious injustice. 
The inevitable effect of such a requirement would have been 
to compe! the bank to perform the whole of the commercial 
exchanges of the country, without any compensation. It 
would not be more unjust to require a Rail Road Company to 
transport all the productions of the country without compensa- 
ion. No institution could stand such an operation; and 
it was the injudicious attempt of the first direction of the 
bank to do it, that principally contributed to the embarrass- 
meuts of IS1Y. A committee was appointed by the House 
of Representatives, in that year, to investigate the manage- 
ment of the bank; and in the report of that committee, as 
well as in the discussions to which it rise in the 
Hiouse, this attempt of the direction to redeem the bills of 
the iastitution, indiscriminately, at ali its biauches, was 
indicated as one of the causes of the existing embarrass- 
ment. No ene who participated ia the debate, pretended 
to allege that the bank was bound to redeem its bills indis- 
criminately, or that it was expedient that it should do so. 
The most that any one did, was to apologize for the unwise 
attempt. 

But it vet remains for the committee to show that this 
indiscriminate redeemability of the bills of all the branch- 
es of the bank, is not necessary to “the establishment of a 
uniform and sound currency.” 

Hluman wisdom has never effected, in any other country, 
a nearer approach to uniformity in the currency, than that 
which is made by the use of the precious metals. If, there- 
fore, it can be shown, that the bills of the United States’ 
Bank, are of equal value with silver at all parts of the Union, 
it would seem that the proposition is clearly made out, 
that the bauk has accomplished “the great end of establish- 
ing a uniform and sound currency.” Iiis not dened that 
the bills of the mother bank, and of all its branches, are in- 
variably and promptly redeemed in specie, whenever pre- 
sented at the ofhees by which they have been respectively 
issued, and at which, upon their face, they purport to be 
payable. Nor is it denied that the bills of the bank, and 
of all the branches, are equal to specie in their respective 
spheres of circulation. Bills, for example, issued by the 
mother bank, are admitted to be equal to specie in Penn- 
sylvania, and all those parts of the adjacent States oi 
which Philadelphia is the ma:ket. But it is comtended that 
these bills, not bemg redeemable at Charleston and New 
Orleans, are not of equal value with silver to the merchant 
who wishes to purchase cotton with them, in those cities. 
Now, i! the Philadelphia merchant fad silver, instead of 
bank bills, he certainly could not effect his purchases with 
it in Charleston or New Orleans, without having the sil- 
ver conveyed to those places, and it is equally certain that 
he could vot have it cunveyed there, without paying for 
its transportation and insurance. ‘These expenses consti- 
tute the natural rate of exchange between those cities, 
and indicate the exact sum which the merchant would 
give as a premium for a bill of exchange, te avoid the 
trouble and delay of transporting bisspecie. It is obvious, 
therefore, that even for these distant operations of com- 
merce, slver would be no more valuable than the bills of 
the bank: for these would purchase a bill of exchange 
on either of the cities mentioned, precisely as well as sil- 
ver. If the operation should be reversed, and the planter 
ef Louisiana aud South Carolina should desire to place 
his funds in Philadelphia with a view to purchase mer- 
chandize, he would tind the bills of the branch bank in 
either of those States, entirely equivalent to silver in ef- 
lecting his object. Even, theretore, if the bank had not 
reduced the rate of the cxchanges, it might be safely as- 
serted, that its bills would be of equal value with silver at ev- 
ery point in the Union, and for every purpose whether lo- 
cal or general. 

But it is impossible to exhibit any thing like a just view 
of the beneficial operations of the bank, without adverting 
to the great reduction it has effected, and the steadiness 
it has superinduced, in the rate of the commercial ex- 
changes of the country. Though this branch of the busi- 
ness of the bauk has been the subject of more complaint, 
perhaps, than any other, the committee bave no hesita- 
tion in saying, it has been productive of the mest signal 
benefits to the community, and deserves the highest com- 
mendation. It has been already stated that it bas saved 
the community from the immense losses resulting from a 
high and fluctuating state of the exchanges. It now re- 
mains to show its ellects in equalizing the currency. Io 
this respect it has been productive of results more saluta- 
ry than were anticipated by the most sanguine advocates 
ofthe policy of establishing the bank. Jt has actually 
furnished a circulating medium more uniform than specie. 
This proposition is susceptible of the clearest demonstra- 
tion. If the whole circulating medium were specie, a 
planter of Louisiana, who should desire to purchase mer- 
chandise in Philadelptia, would be obliged te pay one per 
cent. either for a bill of exchange on this latter place, or 
for the transportation ane insurance of his specie. His 
specie at New Orleans, where he bad no present use for 
it, would be worth one per cent. less to him than it would 
be in Philadelphia, where he had a demand tor it. But, 
by the aid of the Bank of the United States, one-half of 
the expense of transporting the specie is now saved to him. 
The bank, for one-half of one per cent. will give him a 


, draught upon the mother bank at Philadelphia, with which 
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he can draw either the bills of that bank, or speci 
his pleasure. In like manner, the bank and its bray 
will give draughts from any point of the Union to 
other where offices exist, ata per centage greatly 
than it would cost to transport specie, and in many jp. 
stances at par. If the merchant or planter, however, doe, 
not choose to purchase a draught from the bank, but pre. 
fers transmitting the bills of the office where he resiiles 
to any distant pvint, for commercial purposes, although 
these bills are not strictly redeemable at the point to Which 
they were transmitted, yet, as they are receivable ip pay. 
ment of all ques to the Government, persons will be gen. 
erally found willing to take them at par; and i! they should 
not, the bank wiil receive them frequently at par, and 4). 
ways at a discount much less than would pay the EX pense 
of transporting specie. The fact that the bills of the bank 
and its branches are indiscriminately receivable at the 
custom-house and land-oilices, in payment of duties, and 
for the public lands, has an effect in giving uniformity to 
the vale of these bills, which merits a more {ull and dis. 
tinct explanation. 

For all the purposes of the revenue, it gives to the po. 
tional currency that perfect uniformity, that ideal perfec. 
tion, to which a currency of gold and silver, in se EXtel sive 
a country, could have no pretensions. A bill issued at Mi. 
souri is of equal value with specie at Boston, im pavment 
of duties; and the same is true of all other places, how. 
ever distant, where the bank issues bills, and the Govern. 
ment collects its revenue. When ts it, moreover. OD. 
sidered, that the bank performs, with the most sé rupuloys 
punctuality, the stipulation to transfer the funds of the Go. 
vernment to any point where they may be wanted, free of 
expense, it must be apparent that the committee are eo. 
rect, to the very letter, in stating that the bank has fp. 
nished, both to the Government and to the people, @ cur. 
rency of absolutely uniform value in all places, for «i 
purposes of paying the pubiic contribulions, and dishyr. 
ing the public revenue. And when it is recollected thy 
the Government annually collects and disburses mor 
than twenty-three millions of dollars, those who are at a! 
familiae with the subject will at once perceive that bili 
which are of absolutely uniform value for this vast oper 
tion, must be very nearly so for all the purposes of genera! 
commerce. 

Upon the whole, thea, it may confidently be asserted, tha 
no country in the world hasa circulating medium of great: 
er uniformity than the United S:otes; and that no coup- 
try of any thing likethe same geographical extent, hasa 
currency at all comparable to that of the United States oy 
the score of uniformity. The committee have seen tly 
statement of an inteligent traveller, who has visited almos 
every part of Europe, exhibiting the great variations o/ 
the currency in different parts of the same empire or king- 
dom. In Russia, the bills of the Bank of St. Petersburg 
bave avery limited circulation. At Riga, and throughout 
Courland, Livonia, and al] the Southern parts of the ew- 
pire, the currency is exclusively of silver coins. In Den 
mark, the notes of the Bank of Cupenhagen are current 
only in Zealand, the other islands, and Jutland, but will 
not pass at allin Sleswic and Holstein, which constitute 
the best portion of the kingdom. Since the Congress of 
Vienna, Germany is divided into thirty-nine separate 
Siates, each having a distinct currency, though represent: 
ed in the Diet at Frankfort. Out of the territory in which 
these several currencies are issued, they are mere articles 
of merchandize; which circumstance has given rise iu 
every town toa numerous and distinct class of tradesmen, 
called money changers. How far these separate and un- 
connected currencies have a tendency to embarrass com- 
merce, may be inferred from the fact, that a traveller go- 
ing from St. Petersburg to Calais will lose upon the un 
avoidable changes of money an average of six per ceul. 
In France, the bills of the bank are of such large denoni- 
nations as to be adapted only to the greater operations ¢ 
commerce, and are principally confined to tue bankers 
and extensive traders in Paris. The general currency 
is silver; and, to aveid the trouble of carrying this to dis 
tant parts of the kingdom, gold pieces, or biils of exchang?, 
which are preferable, are purchased at a premium of from 
one and a half to four per cent. After this brief view o 
the currencies of Europe, the committee wil! barely State 
as a conclusive vindication of our currency from the imp 
tation of unsoundness, that there is no point in the Union, 
at which a bill of the United States’ Bank, issued at the 
opposite extremity of the country, is at a discount of more 
than one-fourth of one per cent. To be continued. 





FOR THE BANNER OF THE CONSTITUTION. 
Mr. Evrror,—lI atm not at all satisiied that you should 
transfer to a simulated, immaterial “Manufacturer,” the 
responsibility of a controversy between you and myself 02 
a subject to which you have devoted the “Banner,” av’ 
which, of course, is equally interesting to us both. 
should much prefer the substantial and responsible “Manu 
facturer” of the “Banner” for an antagonist, to an “Opera 
tive Manufacturer” of nothing. He is as deficient in cat 
dor as argument, and falls greatly beneath your “standaré 
in both. If he have, as he profeases, an iron “domain” ab} 
where, it is manifestly neither in Pennsylvania, nor Ne 
Jersey, and I question much whether it lies in the iron 
gion of New York, or any other State. If it did, his inter 
est, | am sure, would sharpen his logic, and lead him 
more just and more American conclusions. He would not 
in that case, advise the producers of half the iren which the 
nation consumes, to abanden their business for agriculture 





when every body kaows, who knows any thing about it 
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—. Births agriculture has already employed a disproportionate 


. gantity of labor and capital in the production of wheat, 

me four, COPD, TY, potatoes, beef, pork, and mutton, and all 

: me he varieties of vegetable tood, far beyond the demands of 
y 


| n ynstinted domestic consumption, and of any accessible 
e , - . . 
a preign market. This has been the condition of our agri- 


Y in. , ‘—% : 
~ ylture, ever since the termination of the European war, 
eg . . 
. yarkets were closed ayainst our agri- 
pre. fewnen the European 1 5 gain ag 


>siil yiture, and our foreigu commercial relations were totally 
eSiile . - : 
ond hanged. Every body remembers the intense sulierings 
i] at) = ° . , : . . — 

‘the goric al as well as mi: acturing interests of tle 
which Papo! the agricultural as well as manufacturing interests of the 


pay ountry at the close of the late war. We had lost a Ku- 


, ne 
- fen. Ope ee . 
Aver? nett millions, and to augment the distress still more the 


rd al r) tration of manufactures converted the manufacturers 
. US : 

pense nto farmers, and from consumers into producers, and tilus- 
beak rated, DY suffering and sorrow and privation, the admirable 


at the Mabbeory of the Banner and the sage counsels of his “Opera- 
7 ve Manufacturer.” Thousands and thousands were driv- 


Ss, and 

lity to Bien to agriculture, as you W ould drive them again, and agri- 

al dise ulture sustained a@ shock from which it has never recover- 
jaince. Real estate depreciated trom twenty-five to fitty 

he na. Ilmber cent., and the annual value of its produce still more.— 

erfer. ME: bas not recovered from this ruinous depreciation and ts 

relisive pt (ais momment, the most depressed and least productive in- 


it Mis ost, with the exception of the cotton and sugar sections, 
s¥aiye ' 9 
the United States. And yet agriculture is the great 


LV ment . 
. how. nacea of all human wretchedness and privation. It is the 
‘overg: Aimlunitable, immeasurable field, which can never be filled, 
_— so broad. Why, it can sustain a population of 326 
ipulous mmo the square mile—for England does so-—whien, as yet, we 
he Go. roish but eight to the same space. Aye, does the agri- 
free of yiture of England sustain 323 persons to the square mile! 
re con fiiow! This dense population sustains the agriculture of 
as {yn fipogland, and enables it to feed such an immense multi- 
a cy-Miude. But what would become of the agriculture of Eng- 
for oiled, if they should learn wisdom of the Banner and reduce 
lishurs Mert own theory to practice! What portion of this dense 
ed thafmbopulation is employed in agriculture! and what would be 
s monfibe necessary influence upon the agriculture aud popula- 
re at all Mion of England, should her manufacturers be subjected to 
at bilicfgbe same process of mutation which is thought so desirable 
t opera-fimmr the United States? A seene of wretchedness and sut- 
general mening would ensue, which the earth has never witnessed. 
anihilation of capital and extinction of life, would soon 
ted. thatfmgmeduce Wealth and numbers to our seale of eight to the 
f great fmmnuare mile, atleast. Pennsylvania and New York, and 
0 coun-frobably Ohio and all the North Western States, are capa- 
it, has ame ol sustaining as dense a population as England, by their, 
tates ongericulture. But the population is a3 necessary to sustain 
een theMmmpe agriculture, as the agriculture to sustain the population. 
4 almostimmg ie condition of England exemplifies the close dependence 
ations offfmmnd watuality of agriculture and manufactures. That same 
or king- ependence exists every where, and is as indispensable as 
tersburg Mme conversion of the products of agriculture into manu- 
oughoutfimctures. The factory, of some sort, is the only medium 
the eu-fbrough which they can reach consumption or find a market. 
In Den as agriculture must have manufectures, manufactures 













































, currestimpust have agriculture, as reciprocal markets, the tnter- 
but wil wge between which is commerce. But the idea of sup- 
onstitutemmerting a dense population of farmers, is worthy of the 
ngress offm™esool of the economists. It is perfectly immaterial wheth- 


separale fmm such a state ever existed or ever can exist. No matter. 
»present-Im vecomes necessary in the prosecution of the grand politi- 
in whichigmp-cconomial system which is to dismiss all our manufac- 
» articlesfmmrers, to provide them with some other employment, and 


4 rise in 
adesmen, 


nothing else offers, they must be put toagriculture. As 
we is food enough already for the eight to a square mile 


» and un-M more than can find a market, produced by those who 
ass com-fee now employed in that department of industry, it is pro- 
yeller go- Mme’ that the dismissed manufacturers of tron, &c. should 
) the un-Mimard up the products of their agriculture, after the manner 
per ceulfe ie scheme devised by Joseph for the Egyptians, as a 
» denoni-fmw''able and necessary provision for some future generation 
rations olf 23 tothe square mile. Else what can be done with 


» bankers MMR greatly augmented mass of agricultural productions) — 
currencY#m° present population eat all they can. They can eat no 
is to disor. They can consume no more food, and yet it is pro- 


exchange, 
» of from 
of view ol 
ely Stat 
the impu- 
he Union, 
ed at the 
it of more 
tinued. 


sec fo increase the present quantity of food by the addi- 
stl productive power of all the manufacturers of the 
ited States, because, some centuries hence, a population 
33 toa square mile would be able to consume it.— 
tere is no lack of food in Pennsylvania. On the contra- 
tere is a superfluous abundance. If cotton would buy 
GF iron, cotton cannot be grown there. The agricu!tur. 
sroducts of Pennsylvania cannot be exchanged for iron, 
Where out of the United States. What should the 
“masters of Pennsylvania do? Become farmers, says 
‘correspondent. And if they cannot obtain their man- 
‘ures and tron in that way: why, then make iron and 
‘acture in the household way. But invest no capita! 
“reno machinery nor skill; for the emplovment of 

would render our manufactures mote perfect an 

‘an suits the interest of—whom? Great Britain, or 

sistency of political economists. It is well known, 
‘Household manufactures are vastly more expensive 


ou should 
urer,” the 
myself of 
ner, and 
both. 


le “Manu 


in “Opera 


nt in cal others. They employ no machinery. They are 
“standard “OO, unassisted, manual operations. Now if we man- 
> ” an rom 1] . ‘A ' . 
main al) at all, itis manifest that we should do it to the 
nor Ne “Vantage. We should avail ourselves of the aid of 


ve Iron Te lost perfeet machine ry, and the highest degree of 


J, his inter ‘as to make a little labor go as far as possible. [i 
ad him t upation be desirable or necessary, it should be cher- 
would nog, wid rendered as productive and profitable as any oth- 
) which th Pcucable. If it be more profitable than a just 


griculture 
z about 1! 


an market for our agriculture, of the annual value of 


itself by the competition of other capital and labor. If 
making iron in Pennsylvania be more profitable than farm- 
ing, why not make iron there, so long as there 1s no defi- 
ciency of food, and cheap English iron may as weil be pur- 
chased with Pennsylvania dear iron, as with Peunsylvania 
beef or flour! The food of Pennsylvania may be exciang- 
ed for the iron and manufactures of Pennsyivania, and with 
the wool, flax and hemp of Pennsyivanta, coustitute the e!- 
ements which compose them; and thus the farmer is ena- 
bled to consume his own wool and flax and hemp and tood 
in the iron and manufactures which he needs; but the food, 
wool, iron, flax and hemp of Pennsylvania can net compose 
the manufactures of Enxgiand, ior England will not recerv: 
thei; and if she would, oue half of the material of subsist- 
ence would not pay the land transportation of thirty mules. 
Every farmer knows this. Every practical man knows this, 
and hence the indispensable necessity of the intimate blend- 
ing and incorporation, in the same community, of agricul- 
ture and manufactures. Neither can flourish separately. 
Neither can exist separately. Manufaciures are to the 
body politic, what the stomach is to the body physical.-— 
Agriculture supplies the raw material for both, and tik 
stomach and the tactory convert it into nutriment; withoui 
vhich, both bodies will languish and perish. These cun- 
siderations have suggested the maxime---“Plant the manu- 
facturer by the side of the farmer.” There are a thousana 
arguments in favor of this incorporation and juxtaposition, 
and not one can be urged against them. 
few ot them. 


I will suggest a 
And first as to the degrees of pliysical pow- 
er required by these dilierent departments of industry.--- 
There is every variety of this, from the health and strength 
of vigorous manhood, to the decrepitude of disease and olu 
age, and infantile and feminine imbecility. ‘The sever 
labors and exposures of the field, require and demand prime 
health and the full formed bone and muscle. ‘These are in- 
dispensable; nothing less will suffice. Then come in, ai! 
the varieties Of manufactures to absorb and occupy all the 
subordinate degrees of power and strength. Machiner; 
supphes the defects of strength and rapidity and skill, anu 
all find the necessary or desired employment and the means 
of subsistence. Agricultural productions are bulky, cum- 
brous articles, and comparatively a small portion of them 
will bear the expense of transportation to any distant mar- 
ket. Hence the importance to agriculture of a home mar- 
ket, which a dense population, employed in manufactures, 
furnishes; and whieh nothing else can furnish. Flour it- 
self, the most valuable agricultural productions of the 
Northern and Middle States, will not bear @ land transpor- 
tation of two hundred miles. Another important consider- 
ation is the various aptitudes of soi! and climate, which ne- 
cessarily control the productions and operations of agricul. 
ture; all eutering, in some form, into manufactures, and de- | 
riving their sole value from that operation. A compara- 
tively small portion of our country is adapted to the wheat 
culture, but almost every portion of it is adapted to some 
culture. The herd and the flock may graze where the 
plough can not be driven. Subsistence and manufactures 
are both necessary to absorb all these varieties of produc- 
tion. 

And now what is the experience of the world on this 
subject? What is the instruction of history and observa- 
tion? Where is. or ever has been, the rich and populous 
agricultural nation® None ever existed. Non ever can 
exist. Agriculture alone, never produced a dense popu- 
lation in any country. It never can. Simply because 
agriculture alone never sustained any population. Every 
agricultural population must have a manufacturing popu 
lation somewhere. Naturally they belong to the same 
community. They are mutually and reciprocally depend- 
ant, and mutually and reciprocally support and enrich 
each other. Together they form a dense and wealthy 
population—separately a sparse and poor one. An higo- 
ly improved agriculture never existed amid a sparse pop- 
ulation. It never will. A dense population in its imme- 
‘iate neighborhood, 1s indispensable to its vigoreus and 
healthiul operations. Under this stimulant a small space 
of barren soil may be rendered fertile and sustain a migh- 
ty population. But that lerge portion of every commu- 
nity empleved im manufactures is a most essential part of 
this population. Our own country tilustrates and enforces 
‘hese propositions. Its agriculture is every where flour- 
ishing, or languid as its population is dense and sparse. 
Another observationis of universal application and univer- 
sally trae. Agriculture alone has in no instance rendered 
the population more dense. On the contrary, alter the 
first expensive and laborious operation of clearing away 
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POLITICAL. 
CONSTRUCTIVE POWERS. 





From the Bluehill (Maine) Beacon—April 22. 

The United States Government was formed by the 
union of thirteen independent states, who united to con- 
stitute a general Government, as a security against wars 
among themselves, and as the means of making effectual 
resistance against foreign aggression. Can aoe 
with definite powers, ranted for these onsen 
purposes, legislate with safety for local purposes? Wijl 
not such legislation prove destructive to the reserved richts 
of the staies—svouer or later reduce the state Ds 
ments to mere corporations, and sink this federal 
ment into one great consolidated government ? 


govern- 


sovern- 


The question then arises, can a repnblican form of r0- 
vernment be adapted to such an extent of country as js 
comprehended within the limits of the United States? Our 
good and great Washington expressed his doubts whethe: 
it could be: will not the general government, by loca! 
legislation, exercise powers incompatible with the nature 
of a federal government, foreign to the purposes for which 
it was constituted, aud will eventually operate to its own 
destruction? These are serious questions—involving the 
permanency of our union; it is the duty ef every 
lover of liberty, of every good citizen, te propose 
these questions to himsel’, to give them a candid eousider- 
ation; to decide upon them, and as he may decide to go- 
vern his political conduct. These are questions, which. if 
we value the blessings of the free Government under 
which we live; if we attach any consequence to our ex- 
emption from those bloody wars which have desolated 
Europe, and entailed wretchedness on her miserable pop- 
ulation, these are questions which we, the people, must 
not shrink from asking ourselves; we must give our minds 
to the subject: the sovereign power of the country is yest- 
ed in us; the interest of every one of us is involved; we 
must judge for ourselves; it is the price we pay for our 
freedomfit is the only means by which it can be preserved. 

For one I have no hesitation; I consider the General 
Government as a government of prescribed and definite 
powers, and as (stated in the Constitution) all powers 
not granted, are reserved to the States and people —The 
power of internal improvements, and protection of man- 
ufactures is not guaranteed by the Constitutior; it is only 
by construction that those powers can be exercised by the 
genera! government; if deemed necessary for the welfare 
of the United States, that these powers should be vested 
in the general government, why not resort to the mode 
prescribed by the constitution, for obtaining the grant. 
Submit the question fairly to the States; if three fourths 
of them concur inalflirming that power is already granted; 
or if they should deem it expedient to grant the power, 
then the question will be decided; and that power will then 
be definitely granted, which is now exercised only by con- 
struction. 


Constructive powers will be fatal to every constitutional 
government; there can be no excuse for the exercise of 
such powers by the United States Government, as there is 
an express article in the constitution, providing for amend- 
ments by a peaceable appeal to the States. If the 
power to be exercised by construction is deemed necessa- 
ry for the welfare of the country, an appeal eught to be 
made to the States; to exercise that power by construc- 
tion, and neglecting te make the appeal,is a plain admis- 
sion that it is believed that the power would not be grant- 
ed, if an appeal was made; Jeflerson proposed this appeal 
to the people; Jackson has done the same, and will not 
every friend to a written constitution respond to the senti- 
ments advanced by these patriots. I am opposed to the 
Tariff, aud to In‘ernal Improvements, because the powers 
of imposing duties for the protection of manufactares, 
and the power of making internal improvements, has not 
been grauted in the constitution; but if the constitutional! 
object was done away,by an appeal to the states, then I 
should be opposed to the exercise of the power, as inex 

dient; but of this hereafter. HANCOCK. 





APPOINTMENT BY THE PRES!DENT, 
By and with tre advice and consent of the Senate. 
Rosext T. Canrrecp, to be appraiser of Goods for the 





the forest has been accomplishec, the population has di- | 
minished, because less labor was required for its opera- | 
tions, and diminished crops supplied diminished means of | 
payment. Nothing car increase the population of such a| 
district, or stimulate its agriculture but the introduction of | 
manufactures. 7 

This much talked ef and broad field of single handed 
agriculture, this paradise of economical theorists, is after 
all, but “the paradise of fools.” 
have created and admire it. I trust that your preprie- 
tor of ‘he iron “domain,” will not desert his own “eden.” 
He awes his own example in confirmation of his recom- 
mendation. Let this “operative manufacturer” of in“op- 
erative” theories lead off the entire host ef our political 
economists both foreign and domestic, to bis western “Ar- 
cadia,” and his visions of fancy will dissolve in the reali-| 
ties of privation, His experience will then furnish him a! 
bet er lesson than he has furnished his country, and ena- | 


Let them possess it who 





“ent in other things, the inequality will soon correct | 


ble him to appreciate more justly and answer more truly 
the arguments of A SUBSCRIBER. 


port of New Orleans. in the State ef Louisiana, vice Rob- 
ert M. Welman, removed. 





Extract of a Letter, dated Rio de Janeiro, March 14. 

We have had the misfortune to lose our Charge d’Af- 
faires, Mr. Tuvor, who died on the 9th instant. He was 
aman universa!ly respected and admired by his country- 


‘men here, and much liked by the Government, for his can- 


dor and conciliatory manners in ai! the negotiations he 
had with it. His funeral was attended by an immense 


concourse of people, and the Emperor, to show his par- 
tiality for bim, had his body conseyed to the burial ground 


in one of bis own State carriages and six, accompanied by 
twelve out-rislers in the Imperial livery. The pall bear- 
ers consisted of the Minister for Foreign Aflairs, seven 
Foreign Ambassadors in their State dresses, and the body 
preceded and followed by upwards of sixty carriages. 
fhe British Admiral preceeded by water with twelve Cut- 
ters, each bearing the American flag at hall mast.”— Nor. 


JSolk Herald. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, Arrit 30. 

: Navigation and Impost Law. 

Mr. CaMBrRELENG, from the Committee of Commerce, 
reported a bill respecting the Navigation Laws and duties 
on imposts, which having had its first and second read- 
ing by its title, Mr. C_ moved to commit it toto a Com- 
mittee of the Whole Hotse and print it. 

Mr. Martary called for the reading of the bill; and it 
having been read, he said it would be impossible to act 
on such a measure at this session, if it ought to be acted 
on at all; therefore he moved to lay the bill on the table 
At the request, however, of Mr. CamMprecenG, he with- 
drew his motion to give an opportunity for explanation. 

Mr. CamBrecene said that the majority of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, under whose directions be had re- 
ported this bill, were perfectly aware that the sentiments 
of the majority of the House were in opposition to it at 
this time. The Committee had directed him to say that 
it was not their intention to ask for its consideration du- 
ring the present session—perhaps not at the next. The 
provisions of the bill are novel and important, and re- 
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omtuiailinias ms whe what we have a right to ask. The minority has its rights 
CONGRESSIONAL DEBATES. er well as the mahertty. They have a right to expect par- 


liamentary courtesy from the majerity—an opportunity 
to be heard, to have their measures fully and fairly de- 
bated, an open and an honerable contest. This new course 
of arresting measures at their second reading, of stopping 
enquiry and stifling debate, is not only extraordinaay, but 
alarming. That, sir,is the object of the gentleman from 
Vermont. The House has already treated one important 
measure—the bill proposed by the gent!eman from South 
Carolina (Mr. McDutlie) in that way. [Here the Chair 
called the gentleman to order for reflecting ov the conduct 
of the House.|| Mr. C. replied, that it was not his design 
to reflect upon the House for the course of its proceed- 
ings, but to show the alarming consequences that might 
result from such a course, when a minority a powerful 
minority, too, were denied an opportunity, even to have 
an important measure discussed, when the rights of the 
minority wereopenly trampled upon. Whenever such should 
become the practice of a majority ef the House, he 
should consider it one of the most alarming symptoms 
of approaching dissolution. We do not, I repeat it, de- 
sire to go into this debate during this Session. Let the 
measure go forth to the nation—-let us debate it at the 
next session, and then let gentlemen do as they please 





quire mature deliberation. All that the Committee now 
desire is, that the measure should go forth to the nation— 
that it may be generally understood, and that the great 
agricultural interest of the country should determine for 


with it. 

Mr. Mauiary observed, that the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Cambreleng] seemed to be greatly alarmed at 
the course he wastaking But, sir, what is the real char- 











themselves whether they will exchange the produce of 
their farms for the merchandise of other countries, on 
terms of just reciprocity. There is no novelty in the 
principle of the bill—it merely proposes to carry out 
the rule of reciprocity which this Governmert has acted 
upon ever since the war. We have been for sixteen 
years proposing to all nations to abolish ali restrictions 
on navigation—we have been proclaiming by our acts 
our willincness to meet them on fair and honorable 
ground—and that we were ready whenever they were, mu- 
tually to exchange our productions on reciprocal terms 
This ] know is not the doctrine of some gentlemen of 
this House, but it is the voice of two thirds of the Ameri- 
ean people. They are willing to exchange the vast 
amount of their own products for those of all ether nations 
who are willing to receive them on terms of fair recipro- 
city. 

Sir, we cannot be insensible to the contest now going 
on in England—a contest between the democracy and 
aristocracy of that country, similar to that which we now 
see in this country. {Here Mr Doddridge rose.| Sir, 
believe I am entitled to the floor, and understand whether 
1 am out o! order or not. The whole question is open. 
[ was noticing the contest now going on in England. 
where the democracy wko were crying for cheap bread 
were oppressed as the democracy of this country is by 
the aristocracy. Sir, what have I seen in this House? 
How were the tarifis of 1824 and 1828, passed? Have 
we not all seen duties voted by majorities of four and five 
votes? Were they not carried by the votes of these 


who were interested directly or indirectly in the stock of 


cotton and woollen companies—of members whose patri- 
otism lies in the pecket?—-who imagined that their bank- 
ruptcy or prosperity depended on the vote they might 
give? Nay, Sir, have I not seen the very chair you now 
occupy filled by a distinguished gentleman, and did I not 
see him in 1824, give on more than one occasion, his cast- 
ing vote on questions which he had deeply at heart? Ard 
did not the ultimate fate of tie tariff of 1824 depend on 
the casting votes of the Speaker given on some of the 
items of the bill? Yes, sir, f say there is in this country 


an aristocracy of manufacturing capitalists who would, if 


they could, grind the democracy of this nation to ashes, 
as the nobility of Great Britain would the poor laborer 
who cries for bread Sir, the committee, entertain no 
delusive hope that this bill will affect the policy of Great 
Britain——at least for some vearsto come. No—hber poli- 
ey in relation to crain is fixed and settled. It is regula- 
ted and controlled as ours has hitherto been here by those 
who are deeply interested in perpetuating monopoly. The 
great land proprietors of the House of Lords—the he- 
reditary nobility—control the policy of Great Britain by 


their votes—it is netto be expected that a majority of 


that description will consent, at least for the present, to 
receive our grain in exchange for British productions. 
Neither is it probable that France will, for some time to 
come, reciprocate commerce with the United States on the 
equal terms proposed by the bill. But there are other na- 
tions with whom a beginning may be made. Portugal is 
ene. We had once a valuable trade with that country— 
it has been entirely sacrificed by the unwise restrictions 
of both countries. There are in our commerce with that 
nation no conflicting interests—I have —9 doubt 
treaty stipulating commercial reciprocity might be form- 
ed with that nation to-morrow, by which we should very 
soon enjoy a large and valuable trade with that countrv in 
the mutual exchange of ovr productions. There are 
countries also in the North of Europe with whom recip- 
rocal arrangements might be made. But, sir, I have 
gone further into this question thanI had intended to do 
now. 

The Committee merely propose the measure for the 
consideration of the House and of the nation—the labor- 
ing, the mechanic, and agricultural interests of the coun- 
try—they have no expectation of changing the opinions 
oi our masters, whose pecuniary interests are involved. 
We ask nothing, sir,from the majority of this House but 


that a 


acter of the bill he has proposed? [tis a measure that is 
intended to give the power to the President to control the 
great interests of this country. 
\representatives of the peeple. Let Congress keep this 
power to itself. Hold itiast. No such power should be 
put inthe hands of amy one man living. The gentleman 
tells us that the whole manulactoring interest is in the 
hands of an aristocracy, who oppress and grind to dust 
the democracy of the nation. Tuis shows clearly and 
plainly that he knows nothing about either the aristocracy 
or democracy oi the country. I say that the great agri- 
cultural interest North of Mason’s and Dixon’s line. and 
a solid proportion South of it, are in favor of the protect- 
ing policy—the tariff. If the gentleman wants to find 
frends and advocates to that policy, let him go into every 
hamlet and house in Obio, Pennsylvania, New York, New 
England, and be will find a vast majority in its favor. 
Taik of the aristocracy o!f the country! It is the real 
democracy of the United States, who are the friends and 
advocates of the protecting system. Not British agents— 
Liverpool merchants. Talk of aristocracy! The far 
mers, the agriculturists, are the men who support the tariff. 
They are the men Why? They well know that the 
inanufacturer gives a market for their productions, which 
no foreign nation allows. They consider the manufac- 
turers as their agents, at home, in their own country. The 
farming interest knows this. If our farmers did not know 
that their interest, their salvation, did not almost lepend 
on the manulacturmg system, they would be willing to 
give ii up. Sir, the gentleman openly avows that bis ob- 
ject in bringing this bill forward is not for discussion or 
action this session, and perhaps not the next. What then, 
in the name of heaven, is his intended object? Sir, I 
think [know. Indeed, for some time, I have been aware 
that 1t has been in contemplation. The object manifestly 
is, to have the measure bang over our protecting policy, 
in terrorem, like a portentous cloud. Itis for the purpose 
of scattering doubts, and fears, and apprehensions, among 
our manulacturing interests, and to invite foreign nations 
to press down upon us with all their power, and overwhelm 
our system of national independence. The gentleman 
seems to want, that foreign nations should believe that 
this Government ts trembling and shivering in its course— 
wishes to see them interfering inthe domestic regulations 
of this country. Sir, I cannot, will not, consent to see 
such a measure, brought forward under such auspices, 
held up to terrify and alarm our own country, and give 
hopes and expectations to another. The gentleman cays 
he does not expect that the bill will make the smallest im- 
pression on England. Good nation! What? Make no im- 
pression on England! I suppose the gentleman consid- 
ered England a perfect model for our imitation; that free 
trade was her motto, and that she really meant what she 
had published te the world! that she was ready to throw 
her doors wide open to the commerce of all nations 


Let this remain with the 


What! England opposed to free trade? Monstrous! And 
even the gentleman from New York admits it! Surpri- 


sing! He tells us that the measure is intended to help 
the laboring classes of England—the democra’s of Eng- 
land. ‘This is a new idea. The democrats of England! 
He says they are crying for bread, and she wants to feed 
them. His feelings are all engaged for the democrats of 
England. Sir Iam for sustaining the democrats of the 
United States. So people wilidifler. On whom do these 
democrats of England depend? Why, I suppose of course, 
}on the democratic manufacturers of that country. All 
democrats then’ Our manufacturers, in this country, are 
represented as aristocrats,nabobs, monopolists; in England, 
itseems, they arealidemocrats. Sir, these English democrats 
have but little affection for their brother democrats this 
side of the water. They are hostile to our prosperity. 
They tremble at the sight of a rising manufactory in the 
United States. They, like the gentleman from New York, 
would like to see the domestic industry of this country 
palzied, prostrated. The gentleman says the bill will 
have no Operation on France. Why, Sir, we all well 
know that. France minds her own busiaess. She has 














——==_— 
adopted the protecting policy; and all the arts and efforts 
of England cannot divert ber from her own independey 
course. France, sir, minds her own concerns. She js not 
eternally dabbling in the affairs of other nations. She yp. 
derstands her own true interests, and pursues them, wit). 
out troubling her neighbors. But up the Baltic we ca, 
have free trade. Pennsylvania can send corn to Dantz'.: 
That is flattering! What a noble thought! Bot we cay 
have the trade of Portugal That the gentleman Seems 
to suppose would be every thing to us. It would be 
grand affair! So, tor these fancied benefits we are to jp. 
vest the President with the most extraordinary powers 
The great interests of this country are to be regulated by 
the caprice or policy of any nation in the world, and th 
President compelled to execute it The market of Porty. 
gal! what does the gentleman really mean? If there - 
any hidden object, let the gentleman lift up the veil—jy 
him draw aside the curtain — tell us, at once his object. | 
would not trust the power he proposes to any man. |f 
the measure should pass, 1 have the fullest confidence th), 
the present Chief Magistrate would exercise his power 
and discretion as fairly and soundly as any man living 
The interests of his country would never be sacrificed for 
the benefit of any other. This is a subject that belonos 
to Congress; to the representatives of the people. Her 
let it be retained. Never give it up—I hope the day wi 
never arrive, when we will place such power in the hand 
of any Executive. 

But, said Mr. M. the gentleman declares that the bil! pro. 
poses reciprocity—only reciprocity. Let England put be 
duties at thirty per et. and we will do the same. Ty 
scheme looks well. How willit work?) The disparity ¥; 
be as great as now exists. Thirty per et. on the flour 
Ohio and Pennsyivania. Now see, sir. Thirty per cep 
—reciprocal on the face. What will be the expens 
sending a barrel of flour from Louisville in Kentucky. \y 
New Orleans, to Liverpool?) Why, sir, it would cost inom 
to send a barrel of flour, worth five dollars, in the Ne 
York market, to Liverpool, than it would cost to bring 
thousand—five thousand dollars worth of foreign manuty. 
tures into this country. Equalize duties in this way, avi 
a vast proportion of the agricultural mterest of this cou. 
try is rumed at a single blow. How much does it ew 
England to send her broad-cloths and gimlets to NewYor. 


—How much to send our heavy productions to, fp. 
gland? Every man of common sense knows. The diffe: 
ence may be five hundred per ct. against us. Thirty pe 


et. on lace—thirty per ct. on flour! 


Reciprocity with : 
vengeance! 


‘he farming interest of the United States w., 
not be deluded by such a show of reciprocity. 

The gentieman tells us about a tremendous explosion 
the friends of the tariff policy persist. Sir, this means » 
plain English, rebellion. Sir, are we to be driven from ox 
path of duty, from the true interests of the country, 0 
threats of a tremendous explosion? Is a minority on th 
floor of this House to tell a majority, you shall submit ¢ 
our will, or the most dreadful consequences will follow’ 
Por one, I say, plump and plain, I will not be driven frou 
my course by such language. Sir, what will be the con/ 
tion of this country, when a minority overawes a major’ 
by threats and menaces? We have recently heard of t! 
tvranny of a majority—a strange kind of tyranny, to! 
sure. But we are called on to submit to the tyranny o! 
minority. When a minority can, on any question, | 
threat and menace, overawe the majority, this country mu: 
be reduced to the most extraordinary condition. 

It is worse than no government at all. We come her 
as the representatives ot the people of all parts of th 
Union for the purpose of mingling our common counse’ 
and deciding on the course best calculated to promote !) 
great interests of the nation—our common country. T) 
sound discretion of every member ought to be exercised 
We must finally decide. As the representatives of t 
people of this Union, we are called upon to act. How # 
we to decide onany great question, whether it relates to t 
established policy of the country, or to any new measum 
presented for deliberation and action? Is a majority 
shrink back, give way, surrender, when a minority demav: 
aright to rule? Submit to the tyranhy of a minority, 
strange despot under a government, when its fundament 
rule is, that a majority should govern. What would sue) 
government be worth? A minority rule! This is thee 
sence of aristocracy. In plain truth, sir, if represen’ 
tives cannot come here and exercise their own indepence! 
opinions, without being awed and menaced into submis! 
by those who may happen to differ, the government !s 2 
worth preserving, its republican character is gone, It is not 
worth a fig. I always’ respect the minority. I am it! 
often. We are all often in a minority. When we # 
shall we ery out tyranny, oppression, abuse the governmel! 
eurse itand let it go! If so, we can tear it in pieces |! 
an hour any day. [If such is the wish of any poruon? 
this country they may be indulged ‘or all me. Sir, wh 
is a government, a republican government worth, where 
majority is ruled by a minority? I should like to be iniorm 
ed. If‘this is not aristocracy, I do not understand 
term. The most perfect tyranny is, when the fewest rule- 
I may be mistaken. I theught I had some republican pon 
ples. I may have been mistaken. Whatever may be my 
rors of opinion, I feel anxious to sustain the interests of 
own couatry. IF want to see Liverpool the other side | 
the Atlantic. He concluded by again moving to lay th 
bill on the table. 

Mr. Wayne, of Georgia, a member of the Committee ° 
Commerce, said, the gentleman ought to give an oppor 
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Mr. Mautary said be had done no more than reply to the 


ert entieman from New York, but he again withdrew his mo- 
— ee to lay the bill on the table. 
oe Mr. Bares, of Massachusetts, hoped the gentleman 
ong { - Georgia, when he finished the remarks which he de- 
_ od to make on the subject, would allow the friends of 
_ he protecting system an opportunity of discussing the sub- 
a ect and defending their views. 
| _ ; Mr. Wayne. That 1s what the friends of the bill de- 
— shee Let it take its ordinary course, and it can then be 
- ‘ fojly discussed. He hoped, thereture, the opposition to it 
z ” _ this stage would be withdrawn, and the bill be commit. 
aon sad He vielded the floor to 
4 by Mr. Goruam, Of Massachusetts, who was decidedly op- 
bey posed tothe bill, but he wished it not to be laid on the ta- 
teres ble, as that would preclude discussion; and he thought an 
il— let opportunity should be atforded tor exposing the impelicy ol 
ct. | the measure. | *. , ss | 
n. If e Wayne then rose to proceed with his remarks on the 
pul 
— “ih SpeaKER interrupted him by stating that the Clerk 
living had informed hing that the bill had received its second 
“ed for reading, by its ttle, which fact the npr had overlooked, 
el Ones and the question bey now simply on the commitment, it 


He precluded a discussion of the merits of the bill. 
re , : » » | 
) Mr. Wayne bowed to the decision of the Chair; and 


ay wii 
» hand after some under conversation between other members, 
Mr. Gornam, for the purpose of opening the bill yo dis- 
i! pre cussion, moved tts indetinite postponement. 
put ber Mr. CAMBRELENG regretted that he had not.on this occa- 
' Tr sion, the powerful aid of the geatleman from Massachusetts 
ity ¥ ye remembered, nine years ago, when that gentleman 
ay was a captain among the advocates of free trade. The house 
er cent was electrified by that gentleman for near three hours, and 
ense 0 without intending any disparagement to a distinguished 
icky. by centieman, Who now occupies another body, he must Say, 
yst more that he heard on that day, what he thought then, and still 
re Ney thought, the most able, eloquent, and convincing argu- 
ing ment he ever listened to, in favor of the broad principles of 
sees free trade. He hoped that the gentleman from Massachu- 
vay. aw setts would vary his mouou s0 as to postpone the question 
neal till the first Monday in January next; when he was not 
: it | od without hope, that the gentieinan trom Massachusetts mig 
ew Yor! change his opinions, and again become an advocate of free 
to. Bo. trade; atall events give the friends of this measure a tair 
e difler opportunity to defend its merits. 7 
hirty pe Mr. WawNe again tose, but had no desire to go into the 
with 3 merits of the bill at this time, if it should take sucha di 
ates wil rection as Would bring it up regularly for discussion hereai- 
ter. 
losion. ' Mr. Gornam said, the gentleman from New York must 
means 2 think him very sincere, if, after the extravagant, but alto- 
from ou gether unmerited complinents of the gentleman, he still 
mitry. by persisted in his opposition to this bill, as a measure of the 
ty on th most extraordinary character ever proposed in this House. 
ubmit ( Sir. said Mr. G. this bill contains provisions which in their 
follow’ operation will derange our whole revenue system, und 
ven {row change all our commercial relations at heme and abroad, 
he cond introducing at the same time an endless series of frauds 


> maioritt aud perjuries. it trausfers too to the President, almost the 


ara of t! whole control over the commerce and revenue of the coun- 
nv, to | try. If practicable, which I doubt, it will introduce a prin- 
anny of ciple into commercial policy, mischievous in the highest 
stion, | degree. This discussion, Mr. G. said, had arisen so sud- 
ntry mu: denivy, and the hour was so nearly expired when the debate 


must terminate for to-day, that he should be able hardly 
more than to mention a few of the most striking objcetions 
lo the principles and provisions of the bill. But, said Mr. 
(}. before I do this, [think it proper to say a word or two 


“ome her 
rts of th 


brecron th touching the proceedings of the Committee on Coinmerce 
try. Th upon this bill. At our last meeting upon public matters, 
exercised ‘uree or four weeks ago, and not more than fifteen or twen- 
ves of th 'y minutes before we were to separate to tuke our seats in 
How # the House, the honorable Chairman of our Committee, | Mr. 
ates to tg Cambreleng,] handed me the draft of this bill, (though I 
yy measut think with a different title.) asking if | agreed that such a 


yajority | bill should be reported. After looking through it, Ll repli- 

























y deman#amm 4, that it was a sort of a consolidated repeal of the Tariff 
minority, laws, that it was introducing principles altogether new, into 
indamenti our revenue system, and our commercial relations at home 


wid abroad, &e. &c.; and it would be in vain to report such 
bill to the House; which had rejected much less objec- 
tonable propositions. ‘The rest of the Committee having 
looked into the bill, the Chairman called for our opinions, 


yuld suci 
is is thet 
represena 
ide pence! 


submissilifi 2nd by a vote of 4 to 3, the Committee being full, it was 
nent is nem dered to be reported to the louse. {had reason to be 
ve, it is NOME Surprised, that a measure which was to work a complete 
T am in! revolution in our commerce and revenue, should be thus 
ven we ag “astily adopted. But, sir, I will hasten to state a few of 
overnmel\fim “ie many objections to this extraordinary scheme. In the 
n picces i 8st place, it reduces at once all duties to JO per cent. ad 
- portion MM *:!. and to the extent of that reduction Isa repeal of the Ta- 

Sir, wha “i laws; not indeed, as it may suit the interest. and con- 


Yenience of our own Government, or our own eitizens, but 
wien the will or interest of any foreign nation may require 
\. The mere reduction of duties I do not regard as the 
¥orst aspects of this part of the bill. Sur, it is, that foreign 
tations are to judge for us, and not we for ourselves; that 
Vi specific duties are, with regard to some nations, to be 
“tanged into ad valorem duties, and reduced, while, with 
regard to others, they are to remain specific, and at their old 
ile; and that the duties on articles of the same kind from 
‘uferent countries, are not only of different rates, but dif- 
tently estimated. And then too, what numberless frauds 
"l be practised in fixing this 30 per cent. ad valorem, by 
*Ppraisements without end, not only in our ewa ports, but 


th, where 
y be infor 
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y be my ¢ 
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ommittee ¢ 
an oppor! 


in those of the nations which may come into this strange 
and novel scheme of reciprocity? 

Mr. Speaker, time does not permit me now to say any 
thing upon the extraordinary principle of transferring to the 
Executive Department, as this bill would substantially do, 
almost the whole control over our foreign and domestic 
commercial relations. Nor can | now enumerate half the 
mischiefs of a different character, which would result from 
the adoption ef this most pernicious project. A single im- 
stance will serve to iliustrate its effects in a hundred other 
cases; andl will ask the attention of the House to only one 
branch of commerce—-the sugar trade. ‘The sugar of Lou- 
isiana is now protected by a duty of 3 cents per pound up- 
on the imported article, which is more than a duty of 50 
percent. ad valorem. The prosperity of that State depends, 
ina great measure, upon sugar planting. Now, we bring 
sugar fromm Cuba and others of the West India Islands, from 
South America, particularly from Brazil, and from the East 
Indies, places wholly independent ef each other. Should 
this bill pass into a law, some one of these countries, Brazil 
probably, (and I believe Brazil alone,) would accept our of- 
fer of reciprocating duties; and what would be the conse- 
quence! the sugar of Brazil, which costs but 4 or o cents 
per pound, would come here charged only with a duty of 30 
per cent. ad valorem, equal to a duty varying from a cent 
toa cent and a half, less than half the present duty. ‘There 
can be no doubt, then, that in a very short time the :mpert- 
er of that article would drive the Louisiana planter from his 
own market. The ruinous eflects to that State are obvious; 
her prosperity is destroyed at a blow. Nor ts this all: Bra- 
zil will probably agree to this scheme; but Cuba and Porto 
Rico, being dependencies of Spain, could not. The places 
in the East Indies from wiich we bring sugar, from the pe- 
culiarity ef their political condition, could not, or would 
not, adoptit. And thus, the high duty of 3 cents on sugar, 
trom those places, is virtually a prohibition of trading with 
them; and our trade at present with Cuba, as every one 
knows, and particularly in sugar, is ene of the most flour- 
ishing and important branches of our commerce. Frauds, 
too, of a different character from those | have mentioned 
would be resorted to. England and France would not, in- 
deed, cannot, reciprocate this rule. But they would be ve- 
ry desirous that we should adopt it with other nations; he- 
cause, they could, through those nations, derive every ad- 
vantage from it, without vielding us any equivaient in re- 
turn. ‘There is little doubt that Hamburg, Bremen, and all 
the Hanseatic towns, Sweden and Denmark, and perhaps 
Holland—some, if not all of these, would agree with us.— 
The course of things would then be, that British and French 
goods would be shipped to those places; and erther there, 
or at home, so marked and packed, that they might be im- 
ported into the United States as Dutch, Swedish, or Danish 
goods, at the reduced duty. And thus, France and Eng- 
land, holding firmly to their restrictive system towards us, 
would enjoy, through other nations, all the advantages of a 
total relaxation of our system towards them. 

But, sir, said Mr. G., | must close. Many other evils 
inght be peinted out, and will be readily perceived by any 
one at all acquainted with commerce; and, indeed, there 
must be many more than perhaps the most experienced 
merchant can foresee. ‘The measure, if adopted, is a radi- 
eal change in our revenue system, and all our commercial 
relations, and cannot but be followed by the most perni- 
cious consequences. The bill is strangely entitled, a “bill 
to amend the navigation laws of the United States,” yet 
inakes no reference to any one of those laws, and contains 
not one word about either ships, veescls, or navigation. | 
should be entitled “a bill to encourage frauds and perjuries, 
disturb the revenue, and embarrass and restrict the com- 
merce of the United States.” Mr. G. coneluded by say- 
ing, that he had been surprised into this debate, and he 
threw out these few remarks, the suggestions of the mo- 
ment, to show the impolicy and ruinous tendency of the 
measure. 


Mr. Wayne said he had two things to complain of, one 
of them im common with the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts—-first, he had been surprised into the debate, and then 
he had been surprised out of it. He would now proceed 
to submit a few considerations on the bill. 

| Here the hour expired, and the debate was arrested for 
the day.] 
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Tvrspay, May 4. 

SENATE.—The Vice Prestpent communicated a re- 
port from the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, prepared in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the Senate of 29th December, 
1828, shewing the proportionate value of gold and silver in 
relation to each other, and accompanied by a plan of such 
alterations in the gold coims of the United States, as may 
be necessary to conform those coins to the silver coins in 
their true relative value, which was ordered to be printed, 
and one thousand additional copies sent to the Senate. 
Fhe Senate proceeded to consider the report of the same 
committee, on the expediency of removing the port of en- 
trv from Wilmington to New Castle, in Delaware, and con- 


Congress. 

On motion of Mr. Rowan, the bill “to authorize the cit- 
izens of the territories of Arkansas and Florida, to elect 
their officers, and for other purposes,” was considered in 
committee of the Whole, and no amendment being pro- 
posed, it was read the third time, passed, and sent to the 





House of Representatives for concurrence. 


curred in postponing the subject to the next session of) 








os eet eeee TS 
The Impeachment. 

On motion of Mr. Tazewet, the Senate resolved itself 
into a High Court of Impeachments, for the trial of James 
H. Peck, Distriet Judge of Missouri, and the oath pre- 
scribed having been administered to the Vice President, 
and by him to the 45 Senators present. 

The managers appointed by the House of Representa. 
tives, then appeared at the bar of the Senate, and having 
been conducted and seated within the bar, and the usual 
proclamation to keep silence having been made by the 
Sergeant at Arms, Mr. Buenanan, of Peansylvania, ther: 
Chairman rose and read the following article of impeach. 
nent which had been agreed to by the House of Represen- 
tatives, against James H. Peck, District Judge ef the 
United States for the District of Missouri. 

Article exhibited by the House of Representatives of the 
United States, inthe name of themselves, and of ail the 
people of the United State s, against James H. Peck. 
Jud we of the District Court of the United States for 
the District of Missouri, in maintenance and support af 
their unpeachment against him for hizh misdemeanors in 
office. 

ARTICLE. 

That the said James H. Peck, Judge of the District 
Court of the United States for the District of Missouri, at 
aterm of the said court, holden at St. Louis, in the State 
of Missouri, on the fourth Monday in December, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-five, did, under and by vir- 
tue of the power and authority vested in the said court, by 
the act of the Congress of the United States, entitled “An 
act enabling the claimants to lands within the limits of the 
State of Missouri and Territory of Arkansas to institute 
proceedings to try the validity of their claims,” approved 
on the twenty-sixth day of May, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twenty-four, render a final decree of the said court 
in javor of the United States, and against the validity of 
the claim of the petitioners, in a certain matter or cause 
depending in the said court, under the said act, and before 
that time prosecuted in the said Court, before the sald 
Judge, by Julie Soulard, widow of Antoine Soulard, and 
James G. Soulard, He ney G. Soulard, Eliza Soulard, and 
Benjamin A. Soulard, children and heirs at law of the said 
Antoine Soulard, petitioners against the United States. 
praying for the confirmation of their claim, under the said 
act, to certain lands situated in the said State of Missouri: 
und the said court did thereafter, on the thirteenth dav of 
December, in the said year, adjourn to sit again on the 
third Monday in April, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-six. 

And the said petitioners did, and at the December terna 
of the said court, holden by and before the said James H. 
Peck, Judge as aforesaid, in due form of law, under the 
said act, appeal against the United States, from the judg- 
ment and decree so made and entered in the said matter. 
to the Supreme Court of the United States: of which ap- 
peal so made and taken in the said District Court, the said 
James H. Peck, Judge of the said court, had then and 
there full notice. And the said James H. Peck, after the 
said matter or cause had so been duly appealed to the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, and on or about the thir- 
tieth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and twen- 
tv-six, did cause to be published in a certain public news. 
paper, printed at the city of St. Louis, called “The Mis. 
sourt Republican,” a certain communication prepared by 
the said James H. Peck, purporting to be the opinion ol 
the said James H. Peck, as Judge of the said court, in the 
matier or cause aforesaid, and purporting to set forth the 
reasons of the said James H. Peck, as such Judge, for the 
said decree; and that Luke Edward Lawless,a citizen of 
the United States, and an attorney and counsellor at law. 
.in the said District Court, and who had been of counse! 
(for the petitioners in the said court in the matter aforesaid. 
did, thereafter, and on or about the eighth day of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, cause te be 
| published in a certain other newspaper, printed at the city 
of St. Louis, called “The Missour: Advocate and St. Louis 
Enquirer,” a certain article signed “A Citizen,” and pur- 
porting to contain an exposition of certain errors of doe- 
trine and fact alleged to be contained in the opinion of the 
said James H. Peck, as before that time so published, 
which publication by the said Luke Edward Lawless, was 
to the effect following, viz: 

“To Tur Eprror: 

Sir-—lI have read, with the attention which the subject 
deserves, the opimon of Judge Peck, on the claim of the 
widow and heirs of Antoine Soulard, published in the Re- 
publican of the 30th ultimo. I observe that aithough the 
Judge has thought proper to decide against the claim, he 
leaves the grounds of his decree open for further discus- 
sion. 

Availing myself, therefore, of this permission, and con. 
sidering the opinion so published, to be a fair subject of 
examination to every citizen who feels himself interested 
in, or aggrieved by, its operation, | beg leave to point the 
‘attention of the public to some of the principal errors 
'which I think I have discovered init. In doing so,I shall 
_confine myself to hitle more than an enumeration of those 
| errors, without entering into any demonstration or devel- 
oped reasoning on the subject. ‘This would require more 
space than a newspaper allows, and besides, is not, as re- 
gards most of the points, absolutely necessary. 

Judge Peck, in this opinion, seems to me te have erred 
in the following assumptions, as well of fact as of doctrine. 

1. That, by the ordinance 1754, a sub delegate was pro- 
hibited from making a grant in censideration of services 
irendered or to be rendered. 
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2d. That a sub-delegate in Louisiana was not a sub-del- 
egate as contemplated by the above ordinance. t 

3d. That O’Reily’s regulations, made in February, 1770, 
can be considered as demonstrative of the extent of the 
vranting power of either the Governor General or the sub- 
delegates under the royal order of August, 1790. 





rales, of Julv, 1799) related exclusively to the reget 


Ceneral. 


informer, and much less, to a mere sale for money. 


plicable, or ever were in fact applied to, or published in, | 
Upper Leuisiana. 
7th. That the regulations of O’Reily have any bearing | 


on the grant to Antoine Soulard, or that such a grant was | 


ontem)| ited by them. 

Sth. That the limitation to a square league, of grants to; 
new settlers in Opelousas, Attakapas, and Natchitoches, | 
ia Sth article of OReily’s regulations,) prohibits a larger | 
grant in Upper Louisiana. 

Oth. That tiv regulations of the Governor CGrenerai, | 
Gayoso, dated 9th September, 1797, enutled “Instructions | 
to be observed for the adinission of new settlers,” prohibit, | 
in future, a grant for services, or have the effect of annull- 
ing that to Antoine Soulard, which was made in 1706, aud 
not located or surveyed unul February 1804. . 

10th. That the complete titles made by Gayoso are not 
to be referred to as affording the construction made by Gay- 
ose himself of bis own regulations. 

Lith. That, although the regulations of Morales were 
not promulgated as law in Upper Louisiana, the grantee 
‘nthe principal case was bound by them, imasmuch as he 
had notice, or must be presumed, “from the oficial station 
which he held,” to have had notice of their terms. 

i~th. That the regulations of Morales “exclude all be- 
lief, that any law existed under which a confirmation of the 
title in question could have been claimed.” 

13th. That the complete titles, (produced to the Court) 
made bv the Governor General, or the Intendant General, 
though based on ineompicte utles, not conformable to the 
regulations of O’Reily, Gayoso, or Morales, afiord no in- 
ference in favor of the power of the Lieut. Governor, trom 
whom these incomplete titles emanated, and must be con- 
sidered as anomalous exercises of power in favor of indi- 
vidual grantees. 

l4th. That the languege of Morales himself, in the com- 
plete titles issued by him, on concessions made by the 
Lieutenant Governor of Upper Louisiana, anterior to the 
date of his regulations, ought not to be referred to as tur- 
nishing the construction which he, Morales, put on his own 
regulations. 

l5th. That the uniform practice of the sub-delegates or 
Lieutenant Governor of Upper Louisiana, from the first 
establishment of that province, to the 10th March, 1504, 
«is to be disregarded, as proof of law, usage, or custom, 
therein. 

16th. That the historical facet, that nineteen-twentieths 
of the titles to lands in Upper Louisiana were not only im- 
complete, but not conformable to the regulations of O'Re:- 
iy, Gavoso, or Morales, at the date of the cession to tie 
United States, affords no inference in favor of the genera! 
legality of those titles. 

17th. That the fact, that incomplete concessions, whe- 
ther floating or located, were, previous to the cession, 
treated and considered by the government and population 
of Louisiana as property, saleable, transferable, ana th 
subject of inheritance and distribution a6 intestato, tur- 
nishes no inference in favor of those ttles, or to their 
claims to the protection of the treaty of cession, or of the 

law of nations. 
ISth. That the laws of Congress heretofore passed in 
favor of incomplete titles, furnish no argument or protec- 
ting privciple in favor of those titles of a precisely sumilar 
‘ter, which remain unconfirmed. 

I) addition to the above, a number of other errors, con- 
sequential on those indicated, might be stated. ‘The 
Judge’s doctrine as to the forfeiture, which he intends ts 
inflicted by Morales’ regulations, seems te me to be pecu- 
liarly pregnant with grievous consequences. I shall, how- 
ever, not tire the reader with any further enumeration, and 
him onl) to observe, by way of conclusion, 
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said publication, signed “A Citizen,” as for a contempt 


dames H. Peck, Judge as aforesaid, certain proceedings 
against the said Luke Edward Lawless, in a summary 
way, by attachment, issued for that purpose by the order 
of the said James H. Peck, as such Judge, against the} t 

ith. “Phat the royal order of August, 1770,(as recited! person of the said Luke Edward Lawless, téuching. the 
or referred to in the preamble to the regulations of Mo-| said pretended contempt, under and by virtue of which 
said attachment the said Luke Edward Lawless was, on 
the twenty-first day of April, one thousand eight hundred 

Sth. That the word “mercedes” in the ordinance of! and twenty-six, arrested, imprisoned, and brougit into the} i 
1754, which in the Spanish language means “oilts,” can | said Court, belore the said judge, in the custody of the 
be narrowed by any thing in that ordinance or in any other} marshal of the said state; and the said James H. Peck, 
law. to the idea of a grant to an Indian, or a reward te an | Judge as aforesaid, did, alterwards on the same day, un- 
|der the color and pretences atoresaid, and with the intent 
6th. That O’Reily’s regulations were in their terms ap-} aforesaid, in the said Court, then aud there unjustly, op- 


(an attorney and counsellor at Jaw in the said District 


ton, and the said Luke Edward Lawless was, under color 
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hereof, institute, in the said Court, before him, the said 
} 


pressively, and arbitrarily, order and adjudge, that the 
said Luke Edward Lawless, tor the cause aloresaid, should 
be committed to prison for the period of twenty-four 
hours, and that he should be suspended trom practising as 


Court for the period vf eighteen calendar menths from 
that day; and did then and there further cause the said 
unjust and oppressive sentence to be carried into execu- 





vt the said sentence, and by the order of the said James 
H. Peck, Judge as aloresaid, thereupon suspended from 
practising as an atiorney or counsellor in the said Court 
lor the period aforesaid, and immediately committed to 
the common prison in the said city of St. Louis, to the 
great disparagement of public justice, the abuse of judi- 
cial authority, and to the subversion of the liberties of 
the People of the United States. 

And the House of Representatives, by protestation, 
saving to themselves the liberty of exhibiting. at any time | 
berealter, any further articles, or other accusations or mn- | 
peachment, against the said dames H. Peck, and also of 
replying to his answers which he shall makeunto the ari- 
cle herein preferred against him, and otlering proot to 
the same, and every part thereof, and to all and 
every other article, accusation, or impeachment, which 
shall be exhibited by them the case shall re- 
quire, do demand that the said James H. Peck may be put 
to answer the misdemeanors herein charged against him, 
and that such proceedings, examinations, Wials, and judg- 
ments, may be thereupon had aud given, as may be agree- 
able to Jaw and justice. 

The Vice Presipe nt intormed the managers that the 
Senate would take proper order thereon, of which the 
House of Representatives should have due notice; and they 
then withdrew. 

Ou motion by Mr. Tazewr t, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary be directed to issue a 
summens in the usual form, to James H. Peck, Judge ol 
the District Court of the United States tor the District of 
Missouri, to answer acertain article of impeaciment ex- 
hibited against him bw the House of Representatives on 
ttis day; that the said summons be returnable here on 
tuesday next, the 11th inst. and be served by the Ser- 
geant at Arms, or some person to be deputed by him, at 
least three days before the return dav thereol; and that 
the Secretary communicate this resolution to the Llouse 
of Representatives. 

On motion by Mr. Tazewett, 

The Court then adjourned to Tuesday next, at twelve 
o'clock. 

The Senate then resumed its Legislative business. 

The Navy. 

The bill to re-organize the Navy of the United States, 
was taken up in the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Benron moved to strike out the word “rear” be- 
lore “admirals”? which was agreed to. 

Mr. Dickerson then moved to strike out the words “six 
admirals,” and a division of the question having been de- 
manded by Mr. Hayne, the question was taken on strik- 
ing out the word “six,” and agreed to by yeas and nays as 
tollows: 

) nas. — Messrs. Barnard, Bell, Brown, Chase, Clayton, 
Dickerson, Ellis, Foot, Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, 
Hendricks, King, Knight, Naudain, Ruggles, Sanford, Sey- 
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of licenses to Steamboats, and to provide for the better 
security of the lives of passengers on board of vesse}, 
’ 


wropelled in whole or in part by steam; which was twice 


read and committed. 


Mr. Wieckuirre, from the same Committee, reported 
he following resolution, viz.: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be direct. 


ed to collect, and communicate to this House at the next 
Session, such facts (and report bis views on the same 

. . . . . Bi 

as in his opinion may be uselul and important te Congress 

° “9 


n enacting regulations for the navigation of steamboats 


or steam vessels, with a view to guard against the dangers 
arising from the bursting of their boilers. 


Which was unanimousiy agreed to. 
The Srraker laid before the House a letter from the 


Jecretary of War.deciining to communicate to the House g 
Repost of the Commissioners who surveyed the James 
and York Rivers, in Virginia, witha view to the location 
of a Naval Depot in one of said rivers, unless the House 
after being informed of the facts stated in said letter, may 
think proper again to call for the same, which letter was 
read anid laid on the table. 


Mr. Bucntanan, from the Managers appointed on the 


part of this House, to conduct the impeachment against 
James H. Peck, Judge of the District Court of the U. 
States, for the District of Missoun. reported— 


“That they did this day carry to the Senate, then jp 


session as a High Court of Impeachment, the article of 


Impeachment, agreed (o by this Heuse on the Ist instant: 


and that they were iniormed that they would take proper 


measures relative to the said impeachment, of which the 
House would be duly notified.” 
Tennessee Lands. 
Mr. (sRENNELL moved a reconsideration of the vote of 


yesterday on the third reading of the Tennessee Land Bij), 


staling that be did so at the request of the genleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Crockett.) who was willing to accept the 
amendment suggested by the gentleman from Chio,( Mr. 
Vinton,) to place tue proceeds of the lands in the Nationa! 
Treasury, instead of giving them to the State of Tennes- 
see, as proposed by the bill. After some debate, 
Mr. McCoy moved to lay the motion for reconsidera- 
tiou on the table, which motion was carried without a di- 
vison, 
The Tariff Laws. 

The House then went again into Committee of the 

Whole, Mr. Polk ia the chair, and resumed the tariff’ sub- 


ject. 


Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts, spoke an hour and a half 
in continuation, and conclusion of the remarks which be 
commenced yesterday, in support of the protecting sys- 
tem, and inreply to Mr. Mc Duflie. 

Mr. Crawrorp, of Pennsylvania, followed on the same 
side, and spoke about an hour, when he suspended his re- 
marks, and 

The Committee passed, on motion of Mr. Arcuer, to 
the bill “fixing the compensation of Public Ministers, and 
ef Consuls, on the Coast of Barbary, and for other pur- 
poses,” and the bill “providing for the settlement of the 
accounts of certain diplomatic functionaries,’ and after 
some time spent in maturing these bills, the Committee 
rose, and 

Tue House adjcurned. 


Wepa uspay, May 5. 

SENATE.—The Vice Prestpenr communicated a re- 
port of the Postmaster General, relative to advances for 
printing, changes made in contracts for carrying the mail, 
and the additional expense, expenses of advertising for 
contracts to carry the mail, and the newspapers in which 
the publications were made, the employment of addition- 
al clerks, and the expense; the expenditures for alterations 
and repairs, and for furniture for the Post Office depart- 
ment; the competency of the contractors to fulfil their 
engagements; the alteration of certain mail routes; aad 
the changes made in the duties of the Assistant Postmas- 
ter General; prepared in obedience to sundry resolutions 
of the Senate of the 10th ult. which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Henpricks, from the Committee on roads and canals, 





mour, Smith,of 8S. C. Sprague, Lazewell, White, Wil- 
ley —23. 


Nays.— Messrs. Adams, Barton, Benton, Bibb, Dudley, 


and with “one vice and two rear admiral,” by Mr. Hay 








shall detain 

that the Judge’s recollection of the argument of the coun- 
sel for the petitioner, as delivered at the bar, diliers mate- 
rially from what I can remember, who also heard it. In 
justice to the counsel, T be g¢ to observe, that all that I have 


now submitted tothe public, has been sugcested bv that ar-| 


and 


n now before me. 


s spoken, port of it, which 
A CITIZEN., 

And the said James TT. Peck, Judye. as aforesaid, un- 
ful of the 


umcnt by the printed re 


mind solemn duties of his 
« 


Lit yipati 


said Luke Edward Lawless, under -olor of law, did, HOUSE—Mr. Verprancn, from the Committee of | 
thereatter, ata term of the said District Court of the Ways and Means, to which was referred, on the 18th 
Luited States for the District of Alissouri, becun and be!ld' Jaguarv. 1889, the petition of i: porters of woollens in the 
at the cily of S.. Louis, in the State of Missouri, on the city of New York, reported a bill for the reliet of certain 
t} i | Mond ayo April, one thousand eielt hbundere d and iinporters ot « Orns; twice read and committed. 


tw enty-s * arbitragls o oppressive lV. ani unjustly, and une- 
der the further celor and pretence thatthe said Luke Ed- 
ward Lawless was answerable to the said Court for the 


station, and that he} 
held the same, by the constitution of the United States, 
iring good behaviour only, Wilh intention w rongtully and 
vy to oppress, imprison, and otherwise injure the! 


aid Mr. Jounsron, which they alterwards withdrew; and 


| Mr. ilayne finally moved to fill up the blank with “one) 
| vice and tworear admirals,” winch question was pending 


atthe acjournment. 
' 
| mated debate took place, Messrs. Hlayne, Wensrer, and 
_Jounsron, in favo. of. and Messrs. DickrksON, (AZEWELL, 
ForsyrH, Foor, and HoLmgs, opposed to creating the of- 
fice of Admiral. 

‘The Senate adjourned. 


——— 


Mr. Wickitrer, from the Select Committee, to which 
the subject had been referred, reported a bill to amend 
the several acts authorizing the registering and graniing 


In the course of proceeding on this bill, quite an ani-| 


reported a bill to authorize the State of Indiana to make 
a road through the public lands, and making a grant of 


lands to aid the State in so doing; which was read and 


Hayne, Iredell, Johnston, Kane, Livingston, McKinley, passed to a second reading. 
Noble, Robbins, Rowan, Silsbee, Webster, Woodbury.--1 7. 
Motions were then made to fill the blank with “three” | reported, without amendment, the bill, “authorizing a sub- 


Mr. Henpricks, from the Comittee on roads and canals, 


'seription of stock in the Maysville, Washington, Paris, 
and Lexington turupike road company.” 

On motion by Mr. Benron, the bill to graduate the 
price of the public lands, to make provision for actual set- 
| tlers, and to cede the refuse upon equitable terms, and for 
meritorious objects, to the States in which they lie, was re- 
‘sumed; and 
| On motion by Mr. Mayne, the sixth section was strick- 
(en 


ont. 
| (This section provided for transferring to the State in 
| Which they lie, all lands that remain unsold or unsettled 
‘at the expiration of five years from the thirtieth day © 
June nexi, upon condition that the States respectively en- 
gage to apply the lands to the purposes of education 
and internal improvement, and to refund to the United 
States the expenses incurred in) surveving the land sv 
transferred, at the rate of $216 for each township ol 23, 
040 acres.| 
On motion by Mr. Woopsury, the fourth section was 

stricken out. 
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, ~1persons in indigent circumstances, might, under this tute for the bill under consideration, which was erdered 


ction, receive a donation of 80 acres.| 


se ' 
Other amendments were made to the bill, on the sug- 


d sestions of Mr. Hayne and Mr. Woopsury, until its pro-| 
rT 










yisions were reduced to 


. ;. All lands subject to entry at private sale since the 
ct behirtieth of June, 1827, at one dollar and twenty-five cen‘s, 
v may, alter the thirtieth of June next, be entered at one dol- 
sy BBjarineacre, | 
ts » Heads of families, single men over the age of 21 
Ts tears. and widows, may enter, each, a quarter-section of 
jand that has been ollered at one dollar the acre, and re- 
sans unsold, on the payment of 75 cents the acre, and 
he forthwith settling and cultivating the same for five conse- 
Ca ulive years. 
1e§ 3. Pre-emptions granted to settlers on quarter-sections 
OL hy permits, at 75 cents per acre. 
se, “4 Fixes the fees to the officers in the execution of the 
jay srovisions of the act. 
van 5. Closes the land offices in the districts in which the 
vylic lands shall be sold out, and otherwise disposed of 
the oder the provisions of the act. 
inst Considerable discussion took place, on the principles of 
U. » bill, as it stood before the amendments were made, and 
othe bearing of each amendment as it was proposed, in 
1 in ‘oh Messrs. Hayne, Benton, Holmes, King, Noble, Kane, 
e of epster, Me Kinley, Johnston, Bibb, M’Lean, and Clay- 
ant; np, took part. 
oper Mr. Cayton moved to postpone the bill indefinitely, 
| the t+ because he was opposed to an equitable graduation 
reduction of the price of the public lands (according 
thereal value) that had remained in the market at the 
te of 


nimum price for a length of time and unsold, but because 
Bill. objected to the principle as established by this bill, of 











trom aliging the value of the seventy millions of the public 

ot the nds upon which it is intended to operate. This motion 

(Mr. s negatived, by yeas 20, nays 29. 

ional Mr. Benn then moved to lay the bill on the table until 

nnes- _morrow, in order that it might be printed as amended; 
» was negatived by yeas and nays—twenty-iwo to 

dera- enty-three. 

a di- The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third 

‘ing. by yeas and nays as follows: 

1 EAS— Messrs. Adams, Barton, Benton, Bibb, Brown, 
of the s, Forsyth, Grundy, Hayne, Hendricks, Iredell, Jobn- 
Y sub- Nie Kane, King, Livingston, McKinley, M’Lean, No- 

Rowan, Ruggles, Tazewell, Troup, White, Woodbu- 

a half 24, 
ich he N\AYS—Messrs. Barnard, Bell, Burnet, Chase, Clay- 
g sys . Dickerson, Dudley, loot, Fi elinghuy sen. Holmes. 
ight, Marks, Naudain, Robbins, Sanford, Seymour, 
e same shee, Smith of South Carolina, Sprague, Tyler, Web- 
his re- r, Willey.— 22. 
Jn motion by Mr. Livinestren, the bill to amend an 
HER, to entitled “An act to regulate the practice in the Courts 
rs, and the United States, for the District of Louisiana,” was 
er pur- dered in Committee of the Whole, amended, and or- 
of the d tobe engrossed for a third reading. 
id after Biilhe Senate then adjourned. 
mimiuttee 
OUSE.— Mr. Everert, from the Joint Library Com- 
ee, reported a joint resolution for the distribution of 
Itplomatic Correspondence of the Revolution; which 
AY Oo. read. - 
ted a re- Navigation and Imposts. 
neces for ve House resumed the consideration of the bill report- 
the mail, by Mr. Campriene, from the Committee on Commerce 


ising for 


niday last, concerning navigation and imposts. 
in which 


i. Wayne resumed his remarks on the subject, and 









addition- resed the House during the remainder of the hour al- 
iterations ‘to the diseussion of reports, without having concluded. 
» depart- ve bill providing for the settlement of the accounts of 
ulfil their Hifiin diplomatic functionaries, was taken up, and no ob- 
ites; and on or amendment being offered thereto, the bill was 
Postmas- red to a third reading. 

esolutions ie bill to amend the act fixing the compensation of 
ed to be ic ministers, &e. next came up, but on motion of Mr. 

Liaky, it was postponed until] to-morrow. 

nd canals, The Tariff. 

ato make Ho motion of Mr. Maxzary, the House then again 
. grant of ‘into Committee of the Whole, Mr. Pox in the Chair, 

read and 


he state of the Union; and after an ineffectual attempt 
lr. Jonnson, of Ky. to prevail on the Committee to 
op the bill to alter and establish post routes, took up 
vu! in alteration of the several tariff laws. 
'. Crawrorn, of Pa., addressed the Committee near 
vt in conclusion of the remarks which he commenced 
rday in defence of the protecting system. 
t. Barnwent,of South Caroliana, followed and spoke 
yan hour and a half in streneous opposition to the 
'aWs, as unconstitutional, unequal in their operation, 
pressive to the southern States. 
' Goruam, of Massachusetts, succeeded, and occu- 
‘e Commmittee a short time, in a practical exami- 
0! the provisions of the bill, and in support of re- 
“is for enforcing the tariff laws; which, although 
“opposed to their passage, and to the system which 
ilroduced, he would employ all proper means to 


ind canals, 
ing a sub- 
ton, Paris; 


aduate the 
actual set 
ms, and for 
ie, was re 







yas strick- 


e State in 

unsettled 
eth day © 
ctively ea 


go ‘ while they continued the law of the land.— 
he Unite ‘) spoke at large on the history and effects of the 
e land 80 


Aye y* “sand against the repeal as proposed by the 
hip of *% “nent of Mr. McDurriz. Mr. G. concluded at 4 
*;when Mr. Youna moved that the Committee 
‘veral ineffectual attempts were made to take up 
‘ness; but the Committee rose, and Mr. Bucman- 
ouitted a bill which he intends to offer as a substi- 


ection Was 


to be printed; and 
The House adjourned. 


Tuurspay, May 6. 
SENATE.—Mr. Dickerson. from the Select Commit- 


tee on the President’s Message at the commencement of 


} 
} 


' 


the Session, reported a bill to provide for the distribution 
of apart of the revenues of the United States among the 
several States, The bill was read and passed to a second 
reading, and the report ordered to be printed. 

The bill “making appropriations for building light 
houses, light-hoats, beacons. aud monuments, placing 
buoys, and for improving harbors, and directing surveys,” 
was, or Mr. Woopsury’s motion, considered in Commit- 
tee of the Whole as amended; and it being further amend 
ed, on motion of Mr. Surrn.of S. C, it was laid on the 
table. 

The bill to graduate the price of public lands, &e. was 
read the third time, and, on motion of Mr. Benton, laid 
on the table. 

The bill entitled, “An act authorising paymasters to 
employ citizens to aid them in the discharge of their du- 
ties in certain cases,” was considered in Committee ot the 
Whole, and on Mr Grunpy’s motion ordered to be in- 
definitely postponed. 

The bill for the rehef of Thos. Cooper, of S. C. was 
considered in Committee of the Whole, and on motion of 
Mr. Dickerson, laid on the table. 

The bill requiring vessels in the bays and rivers of the 
United States, to display a light in the night time, was 
read the second time, considered 
Whole, and, on Ar. 
table. 

The bill authorising a subscription of stock in the Bal- 
timore and Ohio Rail Road C ympanv, was read the sec- 
ond time, considered in Committee of the Whole.and. on 
motion of Mr. Hlenpricks, laid on the table. 

The Senate then spent an hour in executive business 
and adjourned. 


in Committee of the 


Woopsrry’s motion, laid on the 


HOUSE.—On motion of Mr. Grumorr, 

Resolved, That the hour to which this House shall stand 
adjourned, after Saturday next, be ten o’clock in the fore- 
noon. 

Mr. Wirrr, of New York, moved the following reso- 
ution, viz: 

“Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury he di- 
rected to communicate to this House, in the annual report 
of the commerce and navigation of the United States— 

Ist. An account of the number of vessels, with tie 
amount of tonnage, which were built, registered, enroll- 
ed, and licensed in each State and Territory in the year 
ending on the Sist of December. 

2d. An account of the total number of vessels, with 
the seamen usually employed in navigating the same. 
which belong d to each State aud Territory on the 3ist 
of December. 

3d. An account of the number of vessels, with the 
amount of tonnage, and the number of seamen employed 
in navigating the same, ‘including their repeated voyages) 
which have entered into and departed from, each State 
and Territory in the year, ending 30th September. 

4th. An account of the monies received under the “act 
for the relief of sick and disabled seamen,” specifying the 
amount collected from registered vessels; and also the 
amount collected trom enrolled and licensed vessels in 
each State and Territory, and the number of Seamen cou- 
tributing to the same. 

Sth. An account of such vessels as may be lost, sold in 
foreign countries, destroyed or condemned as not sea- 
worthy, in each State and Territery, in the year ending 
Sist December. 

6th. An account of the number and tonnage of the re- 
gistered vessels that may have surrendered their registers 
and taken out licenses tor the coasting trade: and also of 
the number and tonnage of the licensed vessels that may 
have surrendered their licenses and taken out registers for 
the foreign trade, in each State and Territory, in the year 
ending on the S0th September. 

7th. An account of the registers enrolments, and licen- 
ces issued, either in consequence of alteration in the form 
and construction of the vessel, or from a change in the 
owner or owners. 

8th. An account of the number of seamen registered in 
each State and Territory, in the year ending the S1st De- 
cember, under the “act for the relief and protection of 
American seamen,” approved May 28, 1796. 

9th. An account of the number of voyages, and ton- 
nage, and seamen, of the enrolled and licensed vessels 
employed in the coasting trade in the year ending the 30th 
September.” 

This resolution lies on the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from the 
Secretary of War, transmitting papers containirg the in- 
formation called for by the House on the 4th day of Feb 
ruary last, upon the subject of the compensation of the 
officers of the army of the United States, which letter was 
read and !aid on the table. 


WVavigation and Imposts. 
The House resumed the consideration of the bill con- 
cerning the navigation and imposts reported by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


Mr. Wayne continued his remarks in favor of the bill 





and embracing general views against the protecting sys- 


—-—--- © 


tem. He had not concluded, when the expiration of the 
hour arrested the debate. 

Mr. Scorr offered the following amendment as an addi- 
tional section to the bill; which was ordered to be printed. 

Be it enacted, &c. That after the 3ist day of July next, 
there shall be paid the same duty on all manufactures otf 
iron and steel, not enumerated or charged with specific 
duties in any of the laws now in force, as is directed to be 
paid on bar or belt iron, made wholly, or in part, by 
rolling, under the act of May, 1328, and that all such 
iron shall be liable to the same duty that is charged on 
iron in pigs. 

This being a day allotted by rule to legislation relative 
tothe District of Columbia, 

Mr. Mautary moved tg suspend that rule for the pur- 
pose of resuming the consfderation of the Taruf subject; 
and after some debate, the motion was negatived. 

District Affairs. 

The House took up the bill providing for the punish- 
ment of crimes within the Dsstrict of 
question being on its third reading— 

Mr. ALEXANDER moved that the bill be laid on the ta- 
ble; which was agreed to. 

The House then went into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. CameBrevenc in the Chair, and took up sundry other 
District bills; after which 

The House adjourned. 


Columbia—the 





What is the answer to the proposition? 

That the choice of all corn laws is but a choice of 
evils. 
| A. All that 1s wanted is to have no restrictions at all; 
/or, in other words, to uppress nobody. 
| Catechism on Corn Laws. 
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In January last we published a communication under 
the signature of “A Subscriber”? which we answered 
editorially. The same writer was also answered by “An 
Operative Manufacturer,” but supposing that the latter 
signature was a feigved one,“A Subseriber,” mm a subse- 
quent communication to us, seemed to insist that we should 
uot have transterred the controversy to another. As we 
bad neither ime nor capacity for such metaphysical ab- 
straction as was requisite to draw up a critical reply to 
the latter communication, we put it aside at the time, and 
‘it bas since lain on our table subject to iuture disposal.— 
To judge from the gold-edged paper upon which the mem- 
bers of Congress of this republican and economical gov- 
ernment write their letters, we presumed at the time, that“A 
Subscriber,’ (tor we have on our list several in both houses 
who are opposed to our doctrines,) belonged to that body, 
and being still of that opinion, and not being disposed to 
let any correspondent believe that our columns are not 
open to a tree discussion of economical questions, we give 
it this day an insertion. We have also an essay on hand 
trom “A Fellow Citizen,” furnished to us some time ago, 
to which we shall also give an insertion. Our journal will 
then contain every communication handed to us for pub- 
l.cation by the opponents of free trade, which bave been 
very few, consideriug the invitation we have at different 
times held out. 

In justice to our correspondent “A Subscriber,” we 
must say, that he has completely established one fact, 
which is, that where the soil will furnish more food than 
is required for the support of those who cultivate it, the 
necessary effect wiil be to raise up a manufacturing pop- 
ulation. Theonly point in which we differ, is this: we in- 
sist upon it, that such population grows up in the natural 
and inevitable coarse of things—he avers that it cannot 





‘grow up without the aid of protecting duties. 





It was stated in the Portland Argus a few weeks ago, 
that 46,300 bushels of corn had been brought to that port 
within a short period from the Southern States. This fae?, 
illustrates a very important principle connected with the 
subject of free trade, to which our attention had recently 
been drawn by an iatelligent gentleman from the State of 
Maine, lately on a visit to this City. 

It seems that the soil of the State of Maine is remarka- 
bly fertile in the article of potatoes, and not so fertile in 
the article of corn. It also seems that the soil of Mary- 
land, Virginia and North Carolina is remarkably fertile in 
tho arucle of corn, and not so fertile in the article of pota- 
tues. ‘The inhabitants therefore of these twe districts of 
country find it for their interest to carry on a free trade, in 
these two articles, because the Northern people, by planting 
potatoes, can get out of their Jand more corn, than if they 
planted corn, and because the Southern people can get out 
of their land more potatoes, by planting corn, than if they 
planted potatoes. Paradoxical as this may appear, it is 
nevertheless true, and it 1s in fact, an epitome of the whole 
system of foreign commerce, which can only be carried on 
between two nations, each of which has an advantage over 
he other in the facility of producing some particular com- 
modity or other. Now, whether this advantage consist in 
liiference of soil, climate, industrious habits, skill, lowness 
if wages, superior abundance of capital, or labor-saving 
machinery, it is of no sort of consequence. If an advan- 
tage exists, it will create commerce. If one does not ex- 
ist, commerce Cannot take place, and where commerce can- 


not take place, there is no necessity for laws to say that it 
shall not take place. 
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Now, suppose that an acre of land in Maine will produce 
100 bushels of potatoes, which can be sold for 50 bushels 
of Southern corn, and suppose that the same acre if planted 
with corn will produce but 25 bushels; would 1t not be ab- 
surd for any lawmakers to start up in Maine, and insist up- 











on it, that it was injurious for the people of that State, to 
import Virginia corn, 


the consumers of corn, not being made up by the corn 
growers, the society, considered as a whole, (which is the 
only mode in which such a question is to be regarded,) are 
losers precisely to that extent. If examined closely, it will 
be found, that such a law as the one we have supposed to 
be adopted in the State of Maine, would be nothing more 


because it encouraged the industry | por less, than a law declaring that the consumers of corn 


of forergners, and interfered with the domestic production should labor one day out of every six, without any equiva- 


of corn! 
culty of 
the corn eaters in Maine, if they s 
tecting duty against Virginia corn! 
so, and yet strange may pear 
this have been done in our country, and have met the ap- 
probation of many who have passed in the world for states- 
men. The case in point affords a fine field for illustrating 
the doctrine { protecting duties, ipa way that can be 


} 


One would 


suppose 


? 


— 
aS it 


ap 


Q 
brouvht down to the apprehension of the simplest farmer, 


ind we shall accordingly avail ourselves of it. 

According to the positions here stated, a farmer in Maine 
can raise onan acre of land only 25 bushels of corn if he 
plants corn, but he can raise 50 bushels of corn, if he 
It is therefore clearly his interest toplant 
But he will not plant all his land with potatoes. 
He will plant some corn, because as there are in agricul- 
ture, liabilities to bad seasons, which might perchance de- 
stroy a crop of potatoes, whilst corn would not be injured, 
he adopts the sound rule of not putting all his cg in one 
basket. And besides all this, he perhaps has some land, 
which is better adapted for corn than potatoes, and he knows 
at all events, that the demand in Virginia for potatoes is 
limited, and that the price of corn there, must also depend 
upon the character of the season. 
the crop of corn in Virginia might fail, whilst that of pota- 
to@s should succeed, and that the same might happen in 
Maine, which would put an end to the trade in those two 
articles. 

But the wise-acres of Maine, we will suppese, take 1! 
into their heads, as the wise-acres of England have done, 
that itis better for people to eat dear bread than cheap 
bread, and for this purpose, they lay a protecting duty upon 
foreign corn of twenty percent. The effect of this duty 
would be to raise the price of corn twenty percent. This 
would be an injury to all the eaters of corn, inasmuch as it 
would have the etiect of compelling them to work six days 
to procure the quantity of corn that they could before pro- 
cure by working five days; in other words, it would oblige 
people to pay for five bushels of corn, the same price they 
used to pay for six. This would no doubt be a benefit to 
the corn growers, and exactly the same sort of benefit that 
would be enjoved by a hatter, if a law were enacted to com- 
pel every man to pay him six dollars for a hat, which anoth- 
er hatter would furnish for five. The scheme would thus 
appear to be at best, nothing but “robbing Peter to par 
Paul,” bv which the community would lose out of on > pock- 
et what they gained in the other. But it would be worse 
than this; it would be robbing Peter of 2 dollar and only 
paying Peter half a dollar. and it is from the demonstrable 
character of this proposition, that the folly of protective 
laws can be pointed out. 

If the high duty system, were a mere shifting of proper- 
ty from one man’s pocket to another, it would be harmless 
as regards its influence upon the general prosperity, mn the 
same manner, that the wealth of the community 
any manner aflected, by 


plants potatoes. 


potatoes. 


Tos 


Perhaps im some years 


he 
, 


not in 
a highwavman’s appropriating to 


Is 


himself another man’s puree. at 
in the transfer a positive loss. ‘The re- 
al price which is paid for every commodity, 1s human la- 
ber. The rich, who do not work, but who live upon the t- 
terest of money, and the rents of houses and lands, do not 
perceive this tr ith: but the farmer, the merchant, the sea- 
man. the manufacturer, the mechanic, and all others who 


Bat the misfortune is, th 
tiuded to. there ts 


cain their living by the sweat of their brow, understand 1 
perfect] well, and they all know, that it would be better 
for them to procure any article they may want, by working 
for it one day, than by working for it two days. Now, 
the price of ad iy’s work ts one dollar, and the price of a 
barre! of flour is five dollars, it is the same thing, whether 
we say, that a barrel of flour ts ‘worth 
worth five clay = labor. 


five dollars, or i: 
But inasmuch as a dav’s labor ma’ 
be applied to so many ditlerent things, and inasmuch as i 

any definite and accurate idea. it is mor 
t the value o 


does not conv: 
cory 


ment th fa thing should be expressed in 
money, Still, when aman hears that a 
thing costs so much money, should always remember 
that this money represents a certain quantity of labor. 

[f the price of corn be raised twenty per cent., the effect, 
to com 


than in days labor. 


93 we have stated above, 1s pel the consumers of corn 
to work six days in order to procure the quantity which be- 
fore could be procured wit! 
quently, the etlect of any measure which should bring about 


such a rise artifierally, world 


ve davs labor. and, conse- 
precisely the same thing. 
as if a law should be passe d to: ompel people to turn grind. 
stones one day out oft SIX. when there were no tools to he 
It is. in other words, as regards the consumers, an 
entire annthilation of the value of the one siath part of their 
labor. 
days labor of the corn growers in Maine, by the operation 
of the protective system, shal! produce as much corn as six 
davs labor before produced, the whole community, consid- 
ered as one family, would have been losers by the opera- 
But what is the fact? The land is no more fertile 
than before. An acre will produce no more corn than be- 
fore. Aday’s work in ploughing, sewing and harrowing, 
will produce no more bushels than before, and consequent- 


ty the loss of the produce of one day in six, sustained by 


ground. 


Now, unless it can be made to appear, that five 


tion. 


, stranger things than} 


ould ery out for a pro-| ers an 


' 
| 
| 
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Would not the corn growers be looked upon as} lent whatever, for the sole and exclusive benelit of the 


| the potato growers, would not produce tn the aggre- 
within twenty percent. as much corn and potatoes, as 
were produced by them before the restriction. 

The case we have here stated, is a perfect illustration of 


wate 


the restrictive system, as applied to any other species of 
midustry. Whether it be adopted in the form of corn laws, 
or iaws protecting the cultivation of sugar trom cane or 
beets, or tue manutacture of salt, won, glass, woollen and 
The effect of it, 
is to make the aggregate products ef the labor of the whole 
community, less th 


cotton goods, it isin essence the same. 


an they would be, if the yoverninent 
would confine itself to 1s proper sphere; that is—‘restrain 
men from ijuruig one another, and leave them otherwise 
free to regulate their own pursuits of mdustry and improve- 


inent.” 


One of the reasons why the british can raise wool chea- 
per than we can i this country, ts, that the British people 
are great Inultton caters, as weil as beef esters. This fact 
is proved by the price which mutton bears throughout that 
whole country, and it is very clear, thatif the English 


raisers ot sheep « in sell the carcase alone of the animal, | 


tor a very considerable price, they have an advantage over 
these of a country, where mutton is not a favorite food of 
the peovle, and is consequently cheap. 

It has been a common notion in this country, that we 
could raise wool cheaper than the British, upon the ground 
that land is cheaper in the United States than in England; 
and this advantage of superior cheapness of land, has been 
considered as more than suflicient to counteract, the disad- 
vantages to which we are subject, from the rapacity ot 
wolves and dogs, severity of climate, and a want of ac- 
quatntance with the diflerent modes of treatment, which 
long experience alone can furnish. There may be some 
truth in this sttion, but if it can be shewn, that a 
sheep in England is worth, after he is raised, two or three 
times as much as one can be sold for in the United States. 
it is very clear, th 
the tormer coun 
price oi wool. 

In looking over “Evans & Roffy’s Farmers Journal and 
Agricultural Advertizer,” published at London some time 
last year, we had 
rent of fresh 


supp 


’ 
‘ 


a greater expense could be atiorded in 
than in this, without enhancing the 


terer 


iy 
. 


he curiosity to examine the prices cur- 
at in the English markets, and as these 
may furnish data for other calculations, than the one we 
are about to make, we shall transeribe them tor the benefit 
of our readers. ‘The prices mentioned are for the stone of 
S ibs. sinkine offal. 

“Smathneld, Monday August 24. On Friday the de- 
mand for beef was rather dull, and last Monday’s prices 
were hardly supported. 
good request. 


re 


Mutton and lamb were in pretty 
This morning the beef trade is tolerable; 
very choice things realize 
trade we go no tieher than 4s Yd, and that price is main- 
tained with ditheulry. There is a fair request for mutton: 
make about 4s 4d. Lamb is rather heavy 
in osal, but at much about the same prices as last 
Monday. Beef, 3s Od to 4s 2d.—Veal 4s 2d 
Mutton 3s 4d to 4s 2d—Pork, 4s Od to 4s 10--Lamb, 4s 
2d to os Od, : 


Neowvate. 


wood old Dow iis 


Gis; 


to bs Wie 


1Od—Veal, 3s 4d to 4s Sd—Pork, 3s 4d to 4s Sd—Lamb, 
ts Od to 4s Sd. 

Ledenhall, Beef, 2s 8d to 3s 6d--Mutton, 8s Od to 4s 
Od— Veal, 8s dd to 4s 10d-—Pork, 3s 6d to 4s 1Ud—Lamb, 
dis 4d to Os 3d. 

Nouthall cattle market, August 19. Beef, 3s 2d to 4s 2d 
— Vistte n, ss Od te 4s fi—Veal, 4s 6d to 5s Zd---Pork, 
3s 10d to 4s Gd---Lamb, 4s 6d to 5s Od. 

Reading cattle market, August 17. Beef, 3s 4d to 4s 
Nd---Mutton, 3s 4d to 4s Sd---Lamb, 4s Od to 4s 10d---Veal, 
33 Sd to 4s Gd. 

The following prices are per pound. 
Birmingham Smithfield, August 20. 
Mutton. ood to Gid--.Veal, ddd to Zid. 

Sristol, August 20. Beet, 5d to Gd---Mutton. 5d to 64¢ 
eee Pork tid to Od. ; 

Kirkdale, Liverpool, August 17. 
ton, O4jd to 5gd--- Lamb, odd to Od. 

Vanchester Smithfield. Beef, 34d to 53d---Mutton, sid 
to Obd---Veal, 5d to 7d---Pork, 3d to 4d--- Lamb, 4d to Gd. 

Norwich, August 22. Beef, 6d to Sd---Veal. Sto Tid... 
Mutton, 5d to 7d---Lamb, 64 to 7d---Pork, 5d to 74.” y 

From the foregoing the r 


Beef, 5d to G4d--- 


Beef, 5d to 54d---Mut- 


statement, following facts 


as beef, and in many places for more, and secondly, that 
the average price, which we have ascertained from sum- 
ming up the various rates and taking the medium, is 54d 
and a fraction, which, reducing British currency into ours, 
at the rate of exchange current for some years past, is 11 
cents per pound. ‘Thus it will be seen, that in almost anv 
part of England, the carease of a sheep weighing 50 lbs., 
will sell as meat, for 85 50, leaving the skin and wool as 
an incidental product. 

Now what is the state of the case in this country? Hun- 





dreds of thousands of sheep can be purchased in the in- 


fs. 4d.—but for the general | 


Beef, 3s Od to 38s 6d—Mutton, 3s 4d to 8a! 


appear: frst, that mutton in England sells for as much | 


EE 


~ ~- a 
terior districts, carcase, skin, wool and all, for one siy,), 
dollar per head. The price of twutton in the Philadelp),;, 
market, and we believe in the markets of all our Atlant, 
cities, 1s never more than 64 cents per pound, generaliy 5 
cents, and we have often known it as low as 4. J, » 

country villages, and inthe Western country, it is even we 
and i does not admit of a doubi, that there ts with « oe... 
portion of our Country inhabitants, a prejudice against 1 
ton. 


ti 
The same prejudice exists amongst the blacks 5, 


with some religious sects, and it is im reality in the ej. 
alone, where the American system finds any considers) 

wid fromthe consumption of mutton. In order therefor, . 
compete with the British, in the raising of wool, w, 


, 





this 
THE 
become a nation of mutton eats rs, and we are Clear 


OPINION that those who wish to see 





wool in this conn. 
produced as cheap as it 1s in Kngland, should’ set the eo. 
ple of having nothwe but shee p served up at political | 
becues, at the tables of the woollen spinners and wes 
and at the of the Amerecan fostitut, , na 
should always keep in mind, that the cod-tishery of \ 
Kngland was, in a great degre 





festivals 


; 
7 


established by thy 
otic resolution of our Eastern fellow citizens to Nave 





jcod-fish dinner once a weet kK. This he ne a lecitimat: 


’ 
‘ 


tection to the wool growing interest, with which no , 
would have a nght to find fault, it would stand upon ; 
ferent footing from a tariff law, which taxes a man ag 
| his will, and if on the progress of time, the American po 
ple shall be willing to pay more for mutton than for hee 
| indulged, that the awful bute} 


] 


F 


some hopes may be Pere 
isheep, which we understand is now going on t6 a grea 
tent, will not be r pe ated, 

We are not however of opinion, that such a chang 
ithe public taste will soon be brought about. The inte: 
iof the graziers of cattle and the growers of hoes 


Western country, il New Y ork ana New Eng 


land, dl 
cidedly opposed to it, and itus quite probable that s 
as beef and pork can be brought to market from a dis 
of 5 to SOO miles as it 1s now in a living state. and 
reasonable prices, so long will they be preferred. 
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A debate took the liouse 
itives on Friday week upon the reciprocity 


‘Mr. Cambrelenge, Chairman 


it ( 











Repr 
l rep 
on { 
. ' 

‘meree, which exhibited a good deal of commotion on 
tarit? side of the House. ‘This bill is drawn up in cor 
ity w ith the views of the moderate portion of t 
ty 


ar 


of the Committee 


i 
if 
TI 
tl 
he t 


, 
i 7) 


who are r ally favorable to a free commerce ¢ 


- 


‘eign nations, if foreign nations would meet us upon 
‘terms. it proposes to place all duties at thirty per cet 
ad valorem, upon the productions of all nations which 
‘admit our productions into their territories at the same dv 
and as far as our restrictive policy is advocated upon! 
ground of retaliation, this bill is completely calculate 
\prepare the way for that kind and friendly intercow 
with foreign nations which all Christaims and philanth 
| pists ought to desire. 

The alarm exhibited on the oecasion however, on | 
tarili benches, clearly shews that with aa maj | 
Llouse,as at present advised by their constituents, the? 
no Cisposition to meet foreign nations upon any ter 
‘reciprocal concession; and the ground, therefore, of re 
‘iatory necessity may be looked upon as abandoned. Thy 
strietive policy therefore, will henceforth be mainly: 
the gr lic 


ti _ tak 


Mi | 


t« 
Oy 


| ported upon 


ound of its be ing the wisest po 

‘the nation can pursue, for the advancement of the \ 

}and prosperity of the country; and although this ts a} 
tion as fallacious as many others upon which that policy! 
‘been sustained, vet it will answer as a pretext for adber 
|to the system, which its greatest advocates can hardly! 
ito regard as having seen its best days. 
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| 
' 
| 










§#Those of our subscribers who have not yet? 
their subscriptions to this paper, and who reside out 0 
District of Columbia, beyond the reach of our collec 
j are respecttully reminded that remittances would be 
acceptable to us. We intend this notice for all, wie 
| they reside in cities, towns, or the country. We will che 
‘fully pay the postage on all sums of five dollars, avé 
wards, received prior to the first of June ; and where 
lor more subscribers may find it convenient to adop' 
plan, which has been kindly observed towards us by® 
of our distant friends, of transmitting several subscrip® 
iin one letter, we will also pay the postage of our ack 
ledgment of the receipt of the money. 
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TERMS.—This paper is published at the corner of E and 
streets, near the General Post Office, on Wednesdays and 58" 
during the session of Congress, and on Saturdays during te " 
the year. 

The price is Five portaRrs per annum, payable in advance 
scriptions for less than a year, at the rate of six ponpars per: 
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Postage is to be paid in all cases, except where a letter er° 
rast the amount of one year’s subscription in advance, in notes ©) 
denomination than five dollars, and withowt the intervention of a % 
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Any bookseller, post master, or other respectabie person, * 
part of the United States, or elsewhere, who shall obtain # 
date, four subseribers, and remit the sum of twenty dollars ' 
/vanece, shall be entitled to one copy of the paper, as a comi™ 


|} There are on hand no files of the back No 


3. 

* *After the first of December next, this paper will be publ 
‘in the ordinary newspaper form, tiwice a week throughout the 
five dollars per annum, of the size of the Richmond Enquire 
will embrace the general range of subjects usually expect? 
newspaper not devoted to party politics and loca) questions: 


~ Printed by WILLIAM GREER, corner of E and’ 
streets, three doors west of the General Po + «five. 
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